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Graeme learned classical piano from 
1953 to 1959 from an aunt who was a 
music teacher. It was a difficult task 
teaching precision classical piano to a 
young boy who had no interest in 
performing music the way the 
composers had written it, but was 
intensely interested in learning how to 
improvise on the piano! But his 
teacher was so good that she 
managed to tutor him to the stage of 
getting honours in almost every music exam he went for. 

Graeme spent years trying to emulate the style of a great aunt who was 
extremely gifted at popular and novelty piano playing. Some people who 
have heard them both play, say that he succeeded well. 

He also learned to play the piano accordion. At one stage he owned a 
Cordovox – a piano accordion with electric contacts under its keys and an 
electronic organ (vacuum tube vintage) that was played along with the 
accordion reeds. In that era the Irish-born Cordovox player Valentino was 
his hero. 

He has played piano and organ and piano accordion for church meetings 
in buildings and on beaches. 



He was the rehearsal pianist for an amateur production of the musical 
Anything Goes and rehearsal & 
performance pianist for an amateur 
production of the musical The New 
Moon. 

Although Graeme had fallen in love 
with the theatre organ when he 
heard the Wurlitzer in the Arcadia 
Theatre in Chatswood in the 1950s, 
it wasn’t until 1997 that he got 
serious about learning to play the 
pipe organ. John Stainer’s tutorial 

book titled simply The Organ was his tutor. Even though it is now over a 
century since John Stainer’s organ tutorial was first published, it is still a 
good way to learn to play the pipe organ. 

In 1999 he joined TOSA, the Theatre Organ Society of Australia, and got 
his first taste of playing a Wurlitzer theatre organ – 40 years after he first 
fell in love with theatre organ music! 

From 2006 to 2014 he provided lighter organ concerts inserted in the 
program of organ recitals held on a Hill, Norman & Beard church organ. 
These concerts included things as diverse as a silent movie clip, a 
baritone singer, an alto singer, an electric guitarist, and a drummer. They 
were illustrated by slideshows on a large screen. 

He plays organ and keyboard for church services, takes part in TOSA 
theatre organ playing events, and provides piano and keyboard 
entertainment. He also sings bass in a choir. 

He loves telling the stories behind songs 
– which song was inspired by a near miss traffic incident in Paris? 
– which composer was locked in a room and threatened to not be let out 
until he wrote a hit song? 
– which American song writer got his start writing songs for the first acts of 
musicals imported from England? 

Music is fun! 
 

 


