March 28 Sunday at 2pm__State Library NSW live
music. 65 minutes

This year needs the joys of Buster in shorts! In the
126" anniversary year of Buster’s birth let’s partake
of his genius with three wondrous shorts all with live
music. Joseph Frank Keaton (1895-1966).

Tickets at the website home page right hand side.
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The High Sign (1921) 20 mins live music

“The High Sign is a 1921 in film American short comedy film starring
comedian Buster Keaton. It was written and directed by Keaton and
Edward F. Cline. The runtime is 21 minutes. Although One Week (1920
film) (1920) was the first of Keaton's independent shorts to be

released, The High Sign was the first one to be produced. Disappointed
with the result, Keaton shelved the film. It was not until a year later, when
he broke his ankle and delayed the completion of The Haunted House
(1921 film) (1921), that the film was released. The title refers to the secret
signal used by the underworld gang in the film.

Buster plays a drifter who cons his way into working at an amusement
park shooting gallery. Believing Buster is an expert marksman, both the
murderous gang the Blinking Buzzards and the man they want to kill end
up hiring him. The film ends with a wild chase through a house filled with
secret passages.”

Read a fine essay at

https://www.sensesofcinema.com/2013/cteqg/the-high-sign/
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One Week (1920) 24 mins live music

T

In One Week, Buster Keaton shows off his skill in stunts and physical

agility as he builds his own house from a do-it-yourself kit which was a

wedding gift, but which is sabotaged by his wife’s former lover seeking
revenge. The result is a lopsided house with all kinds of unpleasant
surprises to raise the roof with laughter! This is Keaton at his best!
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Convict 13 (1920) 19 mins live music

“Buster, a particularly untalented golfer plays golf one morning with a
group of friends. After a disastrous start he drives his ball into a nearby
river but retrieves it after it is consumed by a fish. Meanwhile a convict
escapes from a nearby prison and makes his way towards the golf course
as the prison guards give chase. Buster's ball is once again stolen, this
time by a dog who takes it a long way from the court. Buster accidentally
knocks himself out after his ball ricochets off of an equipment shed and
while he is unconscious, the prisoner switches clothes with him. The
guards give chase and Buster attempts to escape by jumping into a
passing car but it turns out to belong to the warden. Though he hastily
jumps into another car, he ends up going into the jail himself.



Reading the prisoner number on Buster's clothes he deduces that he is
convict 13 who is scheduled to be hanged that very morning. Luckily
Buster's girlfriend replaces the hangman's noose with a long elastic rope
from the gym so that Buster bounces several times after the trapdoor is
opened and he survives. The other prisoners are livid that they will not get
to see an execution but the warden promises to hang two prisoners in the
morning to make up for today's botched execution. Later that day Buster
accidentally knocks out a prison guard whilst smashing rocks and steals
his uniform in order to escape. At the same time a rowdy prisoner revolts
in the prison yard and knocks out each of the guards one by one. Buster
accidentally stumbles into the prisoner's path whilst escaping and the
prisoner believes him to be another guard. Buster temporarily restrains
the prisoner by closing the gate leading into the other yard but the
prisoner quickly bends the bars of the gate and pursues Buster to the
gallows where Buster restrains him by tying him up using the same
elasticated noose used on him earlier.

Buster is "promoted" to Assistant Warden for his bravery but the now
furious prisoner instigates a riot throughout the prison. The prisoner
knocks out Buster, kidnaps his girlfriend and takes her out to the yard
where the prisoners have completely overpowered the guards. Buster
recovers and using a punching bag which he attaches to the elasticated
rope, knocks out all of the rioting prisoners by swinging it around his head
as they run around the yard. Buster celebrates but he accidentally knocks
himself out when he leans on a sledgehammer which propels up and hits
him in the head. However, the scene then cuts back to Buster lying
outside the equipment shed where he first knocked himself

out...... ".and....
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