
 

 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday at 2pm 
 Why Change Your Wife? (1920) 91 minutes live 
music  
 
 State Library NSW 79 minutes 
 

Tickets $30/ $25 at the website home page right 
hand side. 
 

100 Years young!  Why Change Your Wife (1920) is a silent domestic 
comedy directed by Cecil B DeMille and starring Gloria Swanson. 

 

In this classic silent comedy, Robert (Thomas Meighan) has become 
bored with his bland and old-fashioned wife, Beth (Gloria Swanson), while 
her patience is tested by his common desires and lowbrow tastes. 
Divorcing Beth and remarrying stylish jazz doll Sally (Bebe Daniels) 
seems like a good idea at the time, but when Robert gets a look at his 
newly glamorized and revamped ex-wife, he begins to question the hasty 
switch. Is he too late to win Beth back? 

 

"After enjoying the first release of Cecil B De Mille's three films dealing 
with marriage, namely "Don't Change Your Husband", I was looking 
forward to a similar close-to-real-life portrayal of married life with roles 
reversed in "Why Change Your Wife?" and I was not disappointed. In fact, 
just as I thought the film was about to end in a very similar fashion as 
"Don't Change Your Husband", the plot suddenly took an unexpected 
turn, and although events became rather more unrealistic, it was 



nevertheless quite suspenseful and enjoyable entertainment. Like the first 
film which also stars Gloria Swanson, "Why Change Your Wife" has a 
message and lesson to be learned; this time directed at wives who are too 
critical and complaining, and more like a `governess' than a sweetheart or 
lover to her husband. I enjoyed Swanson in her part as the prim and 
proper wife, as well as Bebe Daniels in her role as `the other woman' with 
whom the husband can have more fun - at least before he marries her 
and finds out that wives are all the same! There is a bit of good humour in 
it all while still getting a true-to-life message across, and Cecil B De Mille 
handles the plot, attention to certain details and the characters' emotions 
superbly, as always. Another highlight of this film - and another famous 
De Mille touch - is the abundance of the lavish and unique women's 
fashion of 1920 which I found quite fascinating.” Barbara Underwood 

 

 

Read a fine essay at    https://silentlondon.co.uk/2014/03/25/why-change-
your-wife-cecil-b-demille-and-the-new-woman/ 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


