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Charlie Chaplin...Genius! 

Magnificent program of the Tramp’s silent classic comedies 

 
 

Digital restorations with live music 

 www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
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Mauro Colombis is one of Australia’s leading silent film accompanists. He is an Italian classically trained musician with international 
concert experience. He has two masters in piano performance (from Tchaikovsky Moscow Conservatory in 1998 and Venice Conservatory 
in 2005) and a Bachelor of Art, Music and Spectacle from the University of Bologna 
Since 1993 he has been involved in music for silent movies. His first piano accompaniment was for “Back to God's Country”, (Nell 
Shipman) and “Il fuoco” (Giovanni Pastrone) in Pordenone, Italy. Having developed his own improvisatory and compositional style for 
silent movies during the 1990s style, Mauro has played every year at the Pordenone Silent Film Festival since 2002. 
 
After returning to Italy from Moscow, where he lived from 1995 till early 2001, he developed his own improvisatory style and started to 
compose and improvise for silent movies. He played for the Bologna “Malombra” Association (Festival dedicated to Italian silent movies, 
Buster Keaton and  

 

Since 2002 he has played every year in “The Pordenone Silent Film Festival”.  

In 2007 Mauro played piano accompaniment to the National Film and Sound Archive restoration of The Story of the Kelly 
Gang (1906), the Australian film which is arguably the world’s first feature film. 

Mauro played at the very first Australia’s Silent Film Festival in 2007 and has accompanied these silent treasures at each Festival since. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 24 Sunday at 2pm  
Metcalfe Auditorium, State Library NSW. 77 minutes 
Silver Screen Tribute Charlie Chaplin’s 130th Birthday live music with Mauro Colombis. 

The Floorwalker- The Fireman- The Vagabond 

The Floorwalker (1916) 26 mins: “When he wanders into a department store, the penniless Tramp comes face to face 
with a dishonest department manager, who looks just like him. After a series of unimaginable adventures, he manages to 
foil a swindle, retrieve the money, and win Edna’s heart. The Floorwalker is the first of Chaplin’s films shot for the Mutual. 
It includes the famous and hilarious escalator scene.” 
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 The Fireman (1916) 25 mins: “Charlie, an inept fireman, is overcome by the flames of love, foils an insurance scam 
and saves Edna’s life in one of his most dangerous stunts. This second Mutual film was shot in a real fire station. In an 
irresistible gag in this film, we discover that the old, horse-drawn fire “engines” could already go into reverse!” 

 The Vagabond: (1916) 26 mins “"The Vagabond" (released July 10, 1916), is often pointed to as one of Chaplin's first 
real masterpieces, representing the blend of comedy and pathos that would define his greatest work in films (e.g, "The 
Kid," "City Lights"). The tramp is a traveling violinist who is competing with an artist (Lloyd Bacon) for the hand of the 
lovely Edna Purviance, a young girl who has been stolen by Gypsies. The way Chaplin mixes the despair of his 
character over being rejected as a lover with the comedy of accidentally sitting on a stove captures the essence of his 
genius as a filmmaker. 

 
Sunday at 2pm November 17 Tickets $30/ $25 at the website home page right hand side or call 0419 267 318. 
 

 

The Floorwalker- The Fireman- The Vagabond 
 
 



4 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Floorwalker (1916) 26 mins: “When he wanders into a department store, the 
penniless Tramp comes face to face with a dishonest department manager, who 
looks just like him. After a series of unimaginable adventures, he manages to foil a 
swindle, retrieve the money, and win Edna’s heart. The Floorwalker is the first of 
Chaplin’s films shot for the Mutual. It includes the famous and hilarious escalator 
scene.” 

Madison (Wisconsin) State Journal: “…Charles Chaplin proves conclusively 
that he is without question of doubt the world’s greatest comedian. Chaplin 
possesses that indefinable something which makes you laugh heartily and without 
restraint at what in others would be called commonplace actions.” 
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Moving Picture World: “ …he has discovered the secret of what brings the laugh, the 
portrayal of plain, ordinary stupidity……..but his personality is so convincing that The 

Floorwalker will win and keep many an audience laughing after it is well under way.” 
 
 
 

 The Fireman (1916) 25 mins: “Charlie, an inept fireman, is overcome by the 
flames of love, foils an insurance scam and saves Edna’s life in one of his most 
dangerous stunts. This second Mutual film was shot in a real fire station. In an 
irresistible gag in this film, we discover that the old, horse-drawn fire “engines” 
could already go into reverse!” 

 

 
New York Dramatic Mirror: “…Charles Chaplin The Fireman is the second of 

the …Mutual comedies presenting that well-known hero in a whirl of fun and 
laughter…….Chaplin as a fire laddie lives up to his old-time reputation as a mirth- 
maker…” 

 
 

Chicago Tribune: “ …he has there is also a certain novelty of situation and a jolly 
humour in its expression that moves to much mirth. Charles Chaplin is a true comedian 

who doesn’t need to resort to the conflict of the physical to make fun.” 



6 
 

 
 

 



7 
 

 The Vagabond: (1916) 26 mins “"The Vagabond" (released July 10, 1916), is often 
pointed to as one of Chaplin's first real masterpieces, representing the blend of 
comedy and pathos that would define his greatest work in films (e.g, "The Kid," 
"City Lights"). The tramp is a traveling violinist who is competing with an artist 
(Lloyd Bacon) for the hand of the lovely Edna Purviance, a young girl who has 
been stolen by Gypsies. The way Chaplin mixes the despair of his character over 
being rejected as a lover with the comedy of accidentally sitting on a stove 
captures the essence of his genius as a filmmaker. 

 
 
Motion Picture Magazine: “…Charles Chaplin as of old, with a leaven of serious 
acting that is very well done…with a series of love misadventures in a gypsy camp. 
Chaplin rises to the heights….” 

 
 

 
Flicker Alley:”In the comedies Charlie Chaplin created for the Mutual Film Corporation, 
Chaplin sometimes played an inebriate, a fireman, or a prop man in a movie studio; but 

most of all, he further explored and developed his celebrated Little Tramp character 
that would soon join Falstaff and Don Quixote in the pantheon of immortal comic 

characters. 
 

Jeffrey Vance: “For Mutual, Chaplin produced what many film historians believe to be 
his best works. 

Few artists seminal to a medium leave a detailed history that charts the early 
evolution of their craft. Although the initial Mutuals have the feel and structure of 
Chaplin’s earlier, less sophisticated films, the progression of the series to the final 
Mutuals is truly inspiring. Viewing the Mutual-Chaplin Specials is comparable to turning 
a camera on Thomas A. Edison in Menlo Park and capturing 
unhindered the inventor’s moments of pure inspiration. 

The thrill in watching nearly all of the Mutuals comes in the Promethean moment 
when Chaplin’s inventiveness intersects with his genius and produces cinematic 
comedy sequences unlike any before. The Mutuals are Chaplin’s laboratory, offering 
an unprecedented glimpse into the inner workings of the mind of a great cinema 
pioneer.” 
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AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
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Thank you Charlie! 
 

1914-2019 


