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World War 1 Silver Screen Tribute 
 

With Soundtracks 
 

                            June 24- July 15- August 12 
  

 Digital restoration of classic films with soundtracks 
 

    Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 
 

A Farewell to Arms (1932) 
 

The Dawn Patrol (1938) 
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Grand Illusion (La Grande Illusion) (1937) 

 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

 
Tickets $20 / $15 Friend of the Library and concession 

 
 

Credit card bookings through website 
Cash sales only at the door 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



3 
 

 
 

 
June 24  Sunday  2 pm 

 

A Farewell to Arms (1932) 89 mins. 
 

$20/ $15 Friend and concession per session 
 

 



4 
 

 
 
 
“A tale of the love between ambulance driver Lt. Henry and Nurse 
Catherine Barkley during World War I. The action takes place in Italy 
and the two fall in love during the war and will stop at nothing to be 
together. The film also analyses Lt. Henry's feelings on war and the 
purpose of fighting. Based on the best-selling novel by Ernest 
Hemingway, Frank Borzage's Oscar-winning film adaptation of the 
tragic Great War romance. 
 
Gary Cooper, Helen Hayes and Adolphe Menjou star in this classic 
romantic drama based on Ernest Hemingway's novel and directed 
by Frank Borzage. Frederick Henry (Cooper) is an American serving 
as an ambulance driver in World War I. When his friend Captain 
Rinaldi (Menjou) introduces him to the beautiful English nurse 
Catherine Barkley (Hayes), Frederick immediately falls for her. The 
pair share a brief idyllic interlude together, but the jealous Rinaldi 
does his best to come between them.”  Amazon.uk 
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July 15  Sunday at 2pm 
 

$20/ $15 Friend and concession per session 
 

The Dawn Patrol   (1938) 103 mins. 
 
 

 
 

 
“Errol Flynn and David Niven take to the skies in this thrilling aerial 
action yarn as World War I British flyboys who, whether quaffing 

down beers or gunning down their German foes, unite in devil-may-
car gallantry and in disdain for their commander (Basil Rathbone). 

But war's realities will soon tarnish their bonhomie and change their 
disdain to understanding. They will also become commanders, 

forced each dawn to send young poorly trained recruits in patched-
up aircraft to certain death. Its superior pacing, performances and 

style, combined with amazing dogfights above a haunting indictment 
of war's futility below, make The Dawn Patrol a soaring classic of 

guts and glory.” 

 
“Major Brand, the commanding officer of a squadron of the British 
Royal Flying Corps stationed in France, has been called a butcher 
by his top officer, Captain Courtney, because of his hardened 
attitude toward sending inexperienced young flyers to their death.  
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Courtney and his best friend, Lieutenant Scott, have their own way 
of coping with the constant death of new recruits; they drink a toast  
to the dead, sing a song, and then go back to devising diverting, 
thrill-seeking pranks. When German ace flyer Von Richter taunts the 
men from his plane, Courtney and Scott seize the opportunity to 
steal two planes and bomb the enemy camp. Brand is furious at 
their insubordination, but when the news arrives that they have 
destroyed the German camp, their devil-may-care attitude is 
forgiven. Unexpectedly, Brand is promoted and Courtney is 
appointed squadron commander, but he proves unable to manage 
the responsibility of his new position and begins to drink heavily. His 
guilt is compounded when Scott's younger brother Donnie arrives 
with a new group of inexperienced replacements. Courtney puts 
duty before personal loyalty and sends Donnie to his death. Scott 
holds Courtney personally responsible and, having lost his will to 
live, volunteers for a suicide mission behind enemy lines. This time, 
Courtney puts friendship first and flies the mission himself. Not only 
does he hit his target, but he brings down the villainous Von Richter 
before he dies. Scott, now first in command, is left with the burden of 
sending boys to certain death.” TCM.com 
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August 12  Sunday at 2pm 
 

$20/ $15 Friend and concession per session 
 

Grand Illusion (La Grande Illusion) 
  (1937) 114 mins. French with English 

subtitles 
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“La Grande Illusion (also known as Grand Illusion) is a 1937 
French war film directed by Jean Renoir, who co-wrote the 
screenplay with Charles Spaak. The story concerns class 
relationships among a small group of French officers who are 
prisoners of war during World War I and are plotting an escape. The 
title of the film comes from the book The Great Illusion by British 
journalist Norman Angell, which argued that war is futile because of 
the common economic interests of all European nations. The 
perspective of the film is generously humanistic to its characters of 
various nationalities. 

La Grande Illusion is regarded by critics and film historians as one of 
the masterpieces of French cinema [3] and among the greatest films 
ever made. Orson Welles named La Grande Illusion as one of the 
two movies he would take with him "on the ark."[4] Empire magazine 
ranked it #35 in "The 100 Best Films of World Cinema" in 2010.[5]” wiki 
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The Festival appreciates the invaluable and generous support from 
the late David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 
Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Greg Denning, Studio Canal, Mark 
Spratt, Potential Films, Josh Morrison, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, 
Robert Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton 
Prideaux, Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and talents of 
Stephanie Khoo. 

 
Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 
Barbara Underwood. 
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AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


