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THE WESLEY THEATRE @ 220 Pitt Street Sydney 
 
2017 ANNUAL WESLEY MISSION FUNDRAISER 
 
Thursday September 28 @ 6 pm 
 
High definition digital restoration of classic silent comedy. 
 
With Live Music! 
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2016 
 
 
 

A Fundraiser in aid of the Wesley Mission’s crisis accommodation centre, 
Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge. 

 
 

Enhancing the dignity and worth of disadvantaged people. 
 

Proudly presented by the Festival with the Wesley Mission  
 

Accompaniment by acclaimed theatre organist David Bailey 
On the mighty Christie theatre organ 

 
The Wesley Theatre 220 Pitt Street Sydney (opp the Hilton Hotel) 

 
Ticket prices: $25 / $20 concession or child. 

 
 

Tickets and credit card sales at website and cash only at door 
 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 

Telephone 0419 267318 

 
.
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On Thursday September 28 at 6pm in aid of the annual Wesley Mission fundraiser  
the Festival is pleased to announce that with the Wesley Mission  

a restored comedy classic silent film will be presented  
with live theatre organ accompaniment on the mighty Christie theatre organ. 

 
 
 

Net proceeds from the Wesley Mission fundraiser this year shall assist 
its crisis accommodation centre, Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge. 

 
Wesley Edward Eagar Lodge supports single men and women  

experiencing homelessness in Sydney. 
 Having a safe place to call home gives people the opportunity to progress 
 towards independent living with dignity, privacy, security and self-worth. 
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STEAMBOAT BILL JR.  (1928) USA 70 minutes 
 

Director: Charles Reisner and Buster Keaton 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No doubt the most recognized name and face of silent comedy next to Charlie Chaplin is Buster Keaton, whose films are 
still cherished and admired by fans and film critics alike down to this day.  Affectionately nicknamed ‘The Great Stone 
Face’ because of his world-famous trademark deadpan expression, many modern-day scholars of film history believe 
Keaton was the greatest comedy master of them all. 
 
Raised in a family of vaudeville performers, Buster quickly rose to fame when he entered the world of moving pictures in 
1917 doing slapstick comedies with other established stars like Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle.  Before long, Buster’s deadpan 
facial expression became known and loved the world over, and his breathtaking stunt work is still highly respected to this 
day. 
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Of about a dozen full-length feature films, Steamboat Bill, Jr  ranks as one of his most outstanding and successful films 
next to The General, and rates as one of the best loved and respected comic masterpieces overall.   Interestingly, it was not
very successful at the box-office when it was first released in 1928, and the New York Times even called it a “gloomy 
comedy” and a “sorry affair”.   Fortunately, sentiments have changed since this initial reaction, Steamboat Bill Jr. has 
become a classic and included in "1001 Movies You Must See Before You Die". 
 
One of the many reasons why Steamboat Bill Jr is so highly acclaimed today is that it features one of the most famous and 
breathtaking stunts in film history.  Filmed in Sacramento, California, with a production cost of $135,000, breakaway street 
sets and riverbanks were constructed and then their destruction by six powerful Liberty-motor wind machines was filmed 
for the famous hurricane scene. Keaton himself was suspended by a cable from a forty-meter crane which hurled him 
around, as if airborne in the wind storm. 
 
Keaton always carefully calculated and choreographed his stunts and physical gags, and a shining example of his skills is a 
moment during the astounding scenes of the windstorm tearing through the town, blowing cars, furniture and houses 
around.  When the side of a house is blown over, Buster is standing at the exact spot where an open window of the falling 
façade passes over him, leaving him untouched, with his usual deadpan expression.   
 
This famous stunt has been re-created several times in movies and for television, such as an episode of MacGyver in 1991.  
Legendary Hong Kong film star, Jackie Chan, has often cited Keaton’s acrobatics, in particular this stunt in Steamboat Bill, 
Jr, as one of his main influences. 
 
Besides astonishing action and stunts, Steamboat Bill Jr also has great charm in its setting along the Mississippi River, and 
colourful characters such as the father and son who are complete opposites of each other.  Buster, who plays the sensitive 
college boy son, Bill Jr,  reluctantly learns the river boating trade from his tough and grouchy father, but is more interested 
in the daughter of his father’s riverboat rival, which leads to escalating antics, culminating in the amazing windstorm 
scenes.   
 
Steamboat Bill, Jr was the last film made by Keaton's independent production team, and his last picture for United Artists. 
Keaton made one more film with his trademark style, namely The Cameraman at MGM, before all of his creative control 
was taken away by the studio.  This also marked the end of the silent era, and although Keaton continued working in 
movies and television until his death in 1966, his best work was during the 1920s.  In this decade Keaton made a dozen 
high quality feature-length films such as Our Hospitality, (1923) Sherlock Jr (1924) and The Navigator (1924), as well as 
many short comedies also of consistently high standard. 
 
 
Cast and Crew:  Directed by Charles Reisner and Buster Keaton, written by Carl Harbaugh and Buster Keaton, Produced 
by Joseph M. Schenk, Distributed by United Artists, Cinematography by Bert Haines and Devereaux Jennings 
 
Barbara Underwood 
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David Bailey 
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“ Since discovering the cinema organ in 2001, David has become increasingly interested 

in the rare and vast tonal and dynamic abilities of this most interesting 

instrument. Through performing for many organ societies in 

Brisbane and interstate, 

David has acquired invaluable knowledge on every aspect of the cinema organ. He is now keen 
to venture down new musical avenues and bring the seldom heard voice of the cinema organ to 

a new audience. 

 

David has played several concerts for TOSA in Sydney on both the Orion Wurlitzer and 
Marrickville Wurlitzer.  David has developed his own style of playing that has often introduced 
new and interesting registrations within his repertoire.  The Executive and committee of TOSA 

NSW highly recommend that you come along to hear David in concert as his performances 
have been most enjoyable.  David is a very active member of TOSA Queensland in promoting 

and presentation of their Christie Cinema Organ.” TOSA 
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 In Memoriam 
 

David Shepard 1940-2017 
 

The annual Wesley Mission fundraiser appreciates the wonderful assistance  
of Rev. Dr. Keith Garner AM and Carol Garner and their superb team at the Wesley Mission  

including Lila Elias and Vicki Fitzpatrick, and Rod Blackmore OAM. 
 

 
The Festival acknowledges the invaluable and generous support from the renowned David Shepard,  
Film Preservation and Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley,  

 Robert Gamlen, Hilton Prideaux, Stephen Davies, Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and 
 talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb reviews at Amazon 
 by the Festival’s supporter, Barbara Underwood. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419267318 
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