
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Pardon me boys….silver screen tribute to Laurel and Hardy. 

 
Sundays at 2pm 

 

October 8 and 15 
 

Sons of the Desert (1933) and Way Out West (1937)  
 

Digital restorations of classic films with soundtracks  
Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 

 



Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 
 

Tickets per session $20/ $15 Friend of the Library and concession 
 
 

Credit card bookings through website 
 

Cash sales only at the door 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

October 8 @ 2 pm 
 

Sons of the Desert (1933) 65 mins. 
 
“...Stan & Ollie's "Sons of the Desert" (1933) is the crown jewel in 
any L&H collection, and with Charley Chase as their stellar comedy 
co-star, the boys reached the pinnacle of their unique partnership, 
playing a pair of Fez-wearing "Sons of the Desert" sneaking off to a 
convention in Chicago, but their wives discover the ruse with 
hilarious results.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   

  
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

See the trailer. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXf_GgrLGAM 
 

 
“In Los Angeles, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy arrive late at their 
Sons of the Desert lodge meeting, but join with the others in taking 
an oath to attend the national convention in Chicago the next week. 
Stan is afraid that his wife Betty will not allow him to go, so on the 
way home, Ollie advises him to tell her that he is going rather than 
ask her permission, as Ollie intends to do with his wife Lottie. Once 
home, however, Lottie forbids Ollie to go, and when he protests, she 
throws a couple of vases at him. A few days later, Ollie pretends to 
be horribly ill, and Stan brings in Dr. Horace Meddick, a veterinarian 
whom the boys have bribed to tell Lottie that Ollie must go on an 
ocean voyage to Honolulu in order to recover. Lottie detests the 
ocean, and so Stan volunteers to accompany Ollie on their "ocean 
voyage," which is actually a trip to the convention. At the convention, 
the boys are having a swell time with a practical joker named  



 
 
 
 
Charley, who tells them that he has a sister in Los Angeles. As a 
gag Charley calls his sister and has her speak to Ollie, who realizes 
that the sister is none other than his wife Lottie, and Charley is 
therefore his long-lost brother-in-law. In Los Angeles the next day, 
Lottie and Betty discover that the ocean liner their husbands are 
supposedly on has sunk, and that the survivors are due to arrive in 
thirty-six hours. While the girls are at the liner's office trying to find 
out the names of the survivors, Stan and Ollie arrive home. They 
see the newspaper headlines about the ship sinking and panic when 
they hear the girls returning. They run up to the attic and decide to 
stay there until the next morning when the girls go out and they can 
climb down. Unknown to the boys, however, Lottie and Betty go to 
the movies to distract themselves, and while there they see a 
newsreel of the convention parade, prominently featuring Stan and 
Ollie. A terrible storm rages as the girls return home and argue 
about which of their husbands will confess the truth. Up in the attic, 
lightning strikes the bedsprings the boys are sleeping on, and when 
the girls hear their anguished cries, Betty gets her gun. When Stan 
and Ollie hear the girls coming into the attic, they climb on to the 
roof in the pouring rain. After they slide down the drain pipe, a 
passing policeman catches them and takes them to Ollie's house to 
verify that he lives there. Betty and Lottie agree to hear their stories, 
and Ollie begins a wild tale about being on the sinking ocean liner 
and "ship-hiking" their way back to land. Betty asks Stan if he and 
Ollie are telling the truth, and poor Stan, unable to stand the strain of  
lying, confesses all. Betty takes Stan home, and while she pampers 
him for being honest, Lottie pelts Ollie with crockery for lying.” TCM 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

October 15 @ 2 pm 
 

Way Out West (1937) 65 mins. 
 
“Regarded as the most popular of Laurel & Hardy's feature-length 
films, not least for the Trail of the Lonesome Pine song, 'Way Out 
West' sees Stan and Ollie visiting the town of Brushwood Gulch to 
deliver the deed of a gold mine, only to be deceived by James 
Finlayson, playing a villainous saloon-keeper. A great favourite 
among Laurel & Hardy admirers.” Australian actor William H. 
O’Brien has a minor role. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
See the trailer. 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Rjro0T_4bw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
“Stanley Laurel and Oliver Hardy are travelling to Brushwood Gulch, 
a small Western town, to deliver the deed of a valuable gold mine to 
Mary Roberts, the daughter of a deceased friend. They hitch a ride 

on a stagecoach, which also carries an attractive woman who 
catches Ollie's fancy. When they arrive, the woman complains to her 
husband, the sheriff, about Ollie's attentions, and he warns Ollie and 

Stan to be on the next stagecoach or else. After a little song and 
dance with some cowboys, the boys go to Mickey Finn's Palace for 
a drink, and Stan lets Finn in on their secret mission. Mary works for 
Finn as a kitchen drudge, but the boys have never met her, so Finn 
arranges for his wife, singer Lola Marcel, to impersonate Mary and 

steal the deed. Stan and Ollie give Lola the deed, as well as a locket 
belonging to Mary's father. As the boys are downstairs singing with 
the cowboys and having a drink for the road, Lola tricks the trusting 

Mary into signing the deed over to her. After the boys say their 
goodbyes, they accidentally meet Mary and discover their mistake. 
Stan and Ollie go back up to Lola's room to recover the deed, but 

after a long chase, Finn locks it in the safe. The sheriff then arrives 
and shoots at them as they run away. That night, they plan to steal 
the deed, and Ollie makes Stan eat his hat, as Stan did not fulfil his 
earlier promise to get the deed back after they first discovered the 
subterfuge. They sneak into town and, with the help of their mule 

"Dinah," loudly succeed in breaking into the saloon's kitchen, where 
Mary meets them. Their noise awakens Finn, who finds them hiding 
in the piano, but they manage to get his gun and make him retrieve  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

the deed. After their escape, Stan, Ollie and Mary walk along the 
river, and Ollie and Mary discover that they are both from the South. 

Stan adds that he is from the south of London, and as the group 
sings about returning to Dixie, Ollie falls into a hole in the riverbed.” 

TCM 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ollie: "Are you from the South?" 
Mary: "I sure am." 
Ollie "Well, fan mah brow, I'm from the South." 
Mary: "You are?" 
Stan: "Well, shut my mouth, I's from the South too." 
Ollie: "The south of what, sir?" 
Stan: "The south of London." 
Ollie (scornfully): "London. Well honey, we'll all go down to Dixie. 
Oh, for a slice of possum and yam." 
Stan: "Yes sir, and some good ol' fish and chips. I can smell 'em." 
Ollie (in disgust): "Fish and chips!" 



 
 
 
 
“Stan's daughter Lois Laurel and Ollie's daughter Lucille Hardy 
always insisted that Way Out West was the favourite film of both 
their fathers. “ telegraph.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 In Memoriam 

 
David Shepard 1940-2017 

 
 

 
The Festival appreciates the assistance of Studio Canal, Greg Denning, the 
invaluable and generous support from the renowned David Shepard, Film 

Preservation and Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff 
Masino, Flicker Alley, Mark Spratt, Potential Films, Robert Gamlen, 

Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Stephen Davies, 
Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 
Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 
Barbara Underwood. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267318 
info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


