
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
November 8  Wednesday  at 12.30 pm 

You must remember this.....Casablanca (1942)    102 mins 
High definition digital restoration with soundtrack 

 
High tea in the Macquarie Room 12 noon with live piano 

accompaniment John Batts 
Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 

Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 
Tickets $25/ $20   Friend of the Library and concession 



 
 
 

Movie starts at 12.30 pm 
Credit card bookings through website 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
You Must Remember This ….   session with Casablanca (1942) 

in its 75th anniversary year! 
 

12 noon to 12.30 pm high tea in the Macquarie Room with piano 
accompaniment with John Batts. 

 
Film with soundtrack to start in Metcalfe Auditorium 12.30pm. 

 
 
“Casablanca: easy to enter, but much harder to leave, especially if 
you're wanted by the Nazis. Such a man is Resistance leader Victor 
Laszlo (Paul Henreid), whose only hope is Rick Blaine (Humphrey 
Bogart), a cynical American who sticks his neck out for no one - 
especially Victor's wife Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman), the ex-lover who broke 
his heart. Ilsa offers herself in exchange for Laszlo's transport out of 
the country and bitter Rick must decide what counts more - personal 
happiness or countless lives hanging in the balance. Winner of three 
Academy Awards including Best Picture.” 
 
Costume design by Australian born ( Kiama, NSW),  Orry-Kelly, 
winner of three Academy Awards. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
See the trailer 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkL9l7qovsE 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
“During World War II, Casablanca, Morocco is a waiting point for 
throngs of desperate refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied Europe. Exit 
visas, which are necessary to leave the country, are at a premium, 
so when two German couriers carrying letters of transit signed by 
General DeGaulle are murdered and the letters stolen, German 
Major Strasser and Louis Renault, the prefecture of police, are 
eager to find the documents. Strasser is particularly concerned that 
the letters not be sold to Victor Lazlo, the well-known Czech 
resistance leader, who is rumored to be on his way to Casablanca. 
That night, Renault and Strasser search for the killer at Rick's Café 
Americain, a popular nightclub run by the mysterious American ex-
patriot Richard Blaine. Earlier, Ugarte, a shady dealer in exit visas, 
had asked Rick to hold the stolen letters temporarily, explaining that 
he has a buyer for them and with the money from their sale, he 
plans to leave Casablanca. Although Rick fought on the side of the 
loyalists in Spain, he has grown cynical, and when Renault advises 
him not to interfere with Ugarte's arrest, Rick replies "I stick my neck 
out for nobody." He makes a bet with Renault, however, that Lazlo 
will manage to leave Casablanca despite German efforts to stop 
him. After Ugarte is arrested, Lazlo and his companion, Ilsa Lund, 
arrive at Rick's. Ilsa recognizes Sam, the piano player, and while 
Lazlo makes covert contact with the underground, Ilsa insists that 
Sam play the song "As Time Goes By." Reluctantly, Sam agrees, 
and a furious Rick, who had ordered him never to play the song 
again, emerges from his office to stop him. Rick is taken aback 
when he sees Ilsa, whom he knew in Paris. Later, after the café is 
closed, Rick remembers his love affair with Ilsa: After a brief happy 
time together, the Nazis invade Paris and, worried that Rick will be 
in danger because of his record, Ilsa advises him to leave the city. 
He refuses to go without her, and she agrees to meet him at the 
train station. Instead of coming, though, she sends him a farewell 
note, and Sam and Rick leave just ahead of the Nazis. Rick's 
thoughts return to the present with Ilsa's arrival at the café. She tries 
to explain her actions, but when a drunken Rick accuses her of 
being a tramp, she walks out. The following day, Lazlo and Ilsa meet 
with Renault and, there they learn that Ugarte has been killed while 
in police custody. After Rick helps a young Romanian couple win 
enough money at roulette to allow them to leave the country, Lazlo, 
suspecting that Rick has the letters, asks to buy them. Rick refuses 
and, when Lazlo asks his reasons, suggests that he ask Ilsa. 
Angered when Rick allows his orchestra to accompany a rousing 
rendition of "La Marseillaise," Strasser orders the closing of the 
Café. That night, while Lazlo attends an underground meeting, Ilsa 
meets Rick and explains that she stayed behind in Paris because, 
on the day Rick left Paris she had learned that Lazlo, her husband,  



 
 
 
whom she had married in secret and thought dead, was alive. Now 
realizing that they still love each other, Ilsa tells Rick that he must 
made decisions for both of them. Meanwhile, the police break up the 
underground meeting, and Lazlo takes refuge at Rick's. Before he is 
arrested, he begs Rick to use the letters to take Ilsa away from 
Casablanca. The next day, Rick sells the café to his competitor 
Ferare, the owner of the Blue Parrot, and tricks Renault into 
releasing Lazlo from prison. They head for the airport, but Renault 
has managed to alert Strasser, who hurries after them. At the 
airport, Rick tells Ilsa, who thought that she would be staying with 
him, that she is to leave with Lazlo because she gives meaning to 
his work. He then tells Lazlo that he and Ilsa loved each other in 
Paris, and that she pretended she was still in love with him in order 
to get the letters. Lazlo, who understands what really happened, 
welcomes Rick back to the fight before he and Ilsa board the plane. 
Strasser arrives just as the airplane is about to take off and when he 
tries to delay the flight, Rick shoots him. Renault then quickly 
telephones the police, but instead of turning in Rick, he advises 
them to "round up the usual suspects," and the two men leave 
Casablanca for the Free French garrison at Brassaville. It is, Rick 
says, "the beginning of a beautiful friendship." TCM 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

“Even Curtiz’s achingly romantic Casablanca (1942), perhaps the 
most beloved film in the Warners canon, is grounded in mournful 
reality. It’s not only a great love story but essentially a story about 
wartime – and war, as its audiences knew, often involves thwarted 

passions. The secret of its extraordinary popularity surely lies in 
what it withholds – that is, a conventionally happy ending. 

 
Bogart’s Rick makes a great sacrifice, letting go the love of his life, 

Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman), by urging her to flee Casablanca with her 
Resistance leader husband to keep on fighting the Nazis. It’s sad, 

but ultimately it’s a win-win: they’ll always have Paris, and we’ll 
always have Casablanca, as perfect as it was meant to be.” 

 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/starsandstories/9969454

/Warner-Brothers-ninety-years-of-grit-and-greatness.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Bosley Crowther’s review in the New York Times, 
November 27, 1942 

 
“Against the electric background of a sleek cafe in a North African 
port, through which swirls a backwash of connivers, crooks and 

fleeing European refugees, the Warner Brothers are telling a rich, 
suave, exciting and moving tale in their new film, "Casablanca," 
which came to the Hollywood yesterday. They are telling it in the 
high tradition of their hard-boiled romantic-adventure style. And to 
make it all the more tempting they have given it a top-notch thriller 

cast of Humphrey Bogart, Sydney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, Conrad 
Veldt and even Claude Rains, and have capped it magnificently with 

Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henreid and Dooley Wilson…..” 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9C06E1DF1039E33
BBC4F51DFB7678389659EDE 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Casablanca poster fetches 
$A599,173 July, 2017 

 
http://www.news.com.au/world/breaking-news/casablanca-poster-
fetches-a599173/news-story/98cf8ad924d054a68640a2ce784293a6 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267318 
info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge the invaluable and generous support from the 
renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 

Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Potential 
Films and Mark Spratt , Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Leslie 

Eric May, Bob Gamlen, Hilton Prideaux, Ken Stevenson and the 
sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 
reviews at Amazon by Festival supporter, 

Barbara Underwood, whose notes grace many of the website pages. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


