
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thrillers in the library! 
 

Sundays at 2pm 
 

May 7, 14, 21 and 28 
  



 
Digital restorations of classic films with soundtracks  

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 
 

Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 
 

Tickets per session $20/ $15 Friend of the Library and concession 
 
 

Credit card bookings through website 
 

Cash sales only at the door 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

May 7 @ 2 pm 
 

It Always Rains on Sunday (1947)  92 mins  
 

Director Robert Hamer 
 

With Googie Withers and Brisbane born John 
McCallum 

 
“Directed by Robert Hamer (Kind Hearts and Coronets) It Always 
Rains on Sunday starring Googie Withers, John Mccallum and Jack 
Warner is considered to be one of the greatest and most overlooked 
achievements of British 1940s cinema. The film was featured in 
Time Out’s 100 Best British Films list, as chosen by 150 film industry 
experts, including Sam Mendes and Wes Anderson.  
 
Googie Withers stars as Rose Sandigate, a Bethnal Green 
housewife whose Sunday is turned upside down by the re-
appearance of an old flame who is now an escaped convict seeking 
protection from the police. A rare glimpse into life in London’s East 



End post WWII, It Always Rains on Sunday was Googie Withers’ 
last film for Ealing Studios and, due to her wonderful performance as 
a woman trapped in a claustrophobic domesticity, it remains one of 
her best. “ Amazon.uk    Dvdbeaver.com 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
  
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

May 14 @ 2 pm 
 

Brighton Rock (1947)   92 mins  
 

Director John Boulting 
 

With Richard Attenborough 
Based on a novel by Graham Greene 

 



 
 
 
 
“..this classic adaptation of the Graham Greene novel detailing the 
activities of a group of thugs in 1930s Brighton. Pinkie Brown 
(Richard Attenborough) is the head of a gang of small time crooks 
who make their money from a protection racket centred around 
Brighton race course. Pinkie is known for his short fuse and brutality, 
so his murder of a rival, Fred (Alan Wheatley), is very much in 
character. Pinkie believes, nonetheless, that he has got away with 
the crime until the promptings of a suspicious local woman, Ida 
(Hermione Baddeley), threaten to have the case reopened. Since 
only one person can identify him as the murderer, the waitress, 
Rose Brown (Carol Marsh), Pinkie comes up with an ingenious  
 
 
 
 
 
solution - marry Rose to stop her testifying against him. But will 
things go to plan?” 
 blu-ray.com 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 21 @ 2 pm 
 

The Fallen Idol (1948)  95 mins  
 

Director Carol Reed 



 
 

With Ralph Richardson 
 

Based on a short story by Graham Greene 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Carol Reed's award-winning adaptation of Graham Greene's 
short story told primarily from a child's perspective. Philippe 
(Bobby Henrey) is the young son of a diplomat and he idolises 
Baines (Ralph Richardson), his father's butler. When Baines' 
wife is found murdered and Baines is implicated, Philippe tries 



everything to point the investigation away from the butler. In 
doing so he makes matters worse and also discovers that his 
hero is not the man he thought he was.” Amazon.uk 

 
 
 

“The Fallen Idol was the first of three masterpieces to result from the 
legendary meeting of director Carol Reed and writer Graham 
Greene, who together would also create The Third Man and Our 
Man in Havana. Elegantly balancing suspense and farce, this tale of 
the fraught relationship between a boy and the beloved butler he 
suspects of murder is a delightfully macabre thriller of the first order 
and a visually and verbally dazzling knockout.” 
 
Criterion.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
May 28 @ 2 pm 

 
Dead of Night (1945)  104  mins  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

With Mervyn Johns, Michael Redgrave and 
Googie Withers 

 
 

An architect senses impending doom as his half-remembered 
recurring dream turns into reality. The guests at the country house 
encourage him to stay as they take turns telling supernatural tales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Endlessly imitated (but never bettered) by countless subsequent 
portmanteau horror films, Dead of Night offers five tales of 
supernatural linked by the cyclical story of an architect who arrives 
at a country house only to realise that he has already experienced 
the same events in his dreams. 

Naturally, not all of the stories are entirely successful, but even the 
least effective (a comedic tale of rival golfers vying for the same 
woman) ends with a punch line that gets more disturbing the more 
you think about it. And those that do hit the spot (particularly Alberto 
Cavalcanti's showstopper about a ventriloquist who believes that his 
dummy is alive) will haunt you long after the end credits have rolled.” 

Homecinemachoice.com 
 
 

A Classic of English Cinema” 5*--Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian  
 
“A portmanteau work from four of Ealing’s best directors, Alberto 
Cavalcanti, Charles Crichton, Basil Dearden and Robert Hamer. 
Starring Mervyn Johns, Michael Redgrave and Googie 
Withers, Dead of Night represented a departure for Ealing from the 
classic comedy mode and is instead a spooky psychological thriller 
made up of five chilling ghost stories. 

 
While horror conventions may change from generation to 

generation, there are ideas that will scare us no matter what time 
period we inhabit. Dead of Night is a classic horror anthology that 
effectively plays on those timeless fears. Mervyn Johns stars as a 

man who has been summoned to a house with a group of strangers 
he has never met but has seen in his dreams. As they convene, he 

predicts certain events will happen as they do in his dreams and 
when they do, the other guests relate their own experiences with the 

supernatural, including tales of a possessed mirror, a sinister 
ventriloquist's dummy and an eerie premonition of death. 

Throughout the group meeting, the protagonist fears something 
horrible will happen to him and we are left to wonder what it might 
be. The film's final, revelatory sequence offers an unexpectedly 
horrific surprise. It may have been made in 1945 but Dead of 

Night is still spooky. “ amazon.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 In Memoriam 

 
David Shepard 1940-2017 

 
 
 

 
The Festival appreciates the assistance of Studio Canal, Greg Denning, the 
invaluable and generous support from the renowned David Shepard, Film 

Preservation and Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff 
Masino, Flicker Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo 

Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Stephen Davies, Leslie Eric May and the 
sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 
Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 
Barbara Underwood. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


