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The Festival is proud to present with the State Library NSW as part of
International Women’s Day 201 7celebrations the acclaimed Lois Weber
pioneering film.

“Lois Weber started out as an actress in Hollywood, but went on to become
a director, writing many of her movies herself. What's so interesting about
her story is that she did all this in the early days of the last century. Weber
directed her first film in 1913; years before she even had the right to vote.
In 1914 she became the first woman to direct a feature production. Weber
rose up to become one of the most respected directors in Hollywood, and
the highest paid at one point too. She was a feminist too, and her movies,
almost always dramas, often focused on social themes.



But as styles changed in the 1920's, Weber fell out of fashion. The rise of
the studio system pushed many women out of the field too, and by the late
twenties her career was all but over.” Kino Lorber

"WHERE

Sensational ! .. Dignified!

and the Most Wonderful

MOVING PICTURE EVER SHOWN ON BROADWAY

Endorsed by such people as the Rev. Dr, Parkhurst, Father John
J Hughes, Superior Paulist Father of the U, §.; Rev. Thomas A.
Daly, John Brisben Walker and others as a gripping picture that
every man and woman should see. [It's society’s greatest weapon
against race suicide, with

TYRONE POWER

and brilliant supporting cast of players. Pronounced by Press and Public as
a Revelation™ to the world of the awful crimes perpetrated daily in this and
every other country,

THEATRE, Broadway at 46th Street.
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“The working title of this film was The lllborn. The tilm was not allowed
to be shown in Pennsylvania on the grounds that it tended to debase or
corrupt morals. In March 1916, the National Board of Review expressed
disapproval of the film for showings to mixed audiences. Later they
approved it for adult showings. According to a Moving Picture
World review, the trial of a physician in the film for sending a book
through the mails that advocated birth control was "plainly indicative of"
the Margaret Sanger case of 1915, in which she was indicted for sending
pleas for birth control through the mails. Universal won a case in Brooklyn,
NY in 1916 to show the film after the district attorney brought suit against
the theater manager and the Universal exchange president. The film
showed in New York in April 1916.” TCM.com




Mr. Tyrone Power
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Where Are My Children

‘Copyrighted 1916 by
The Universal Film Manufacturing Company

“This third volume in the series of Treasures from American archives is the best so far, in my
opinion, and is a special treat for every serious silent film enthusiast. Each of the four discs in
this great set has an excellent selection of films varying from just one minute in length, to
feature films over 2 hours, and spanning three important decades, 1900-1934, which saw some
of the biggest changes and developments in recent history. This set is both a visual
documentary of those events and changes in American society in the early 20th century, as well
as an education, but at the same time also immensely entertaining. This is especially the case
with the five outstanding feature films in this set, as well as some of the shorter 10-minute films

from around 1912, two of them featuring Mary Pickford.

Other famous names in this set include the 2-hour drama "The Godless Girl" directed by the
legendary Cecil B. De Mille in 1928, at which time he had perfected the art of a sophisticated
and thoroughly entertaining movie while still getting across an important message. That
message is atheism versus religion, as well as exposing the harsh and unfair conditions in some
juvenile reformatories at that time, but far from being lecturing in any way, "The Godless Girl"
has powerful drama, tragedy, romance, great action and one of the most gripping and almost
unbearably suspenseful, drawn-out climaxes I've seen in a long time. The film is on the disc with
the theme "Toil and Tyranny" along with other shorter silent films depicting various other facets
of American life, good and bad, which became the subject of films, and in the hands of
innovative filmmakers such as Lois Weber, the theme of birth control is poignantly portrayed in

"Where Are My Children" on the disc entitled "New Women'. Some of the subjects handled in



films during the silent era might be quite surprising, and for anyone with a little interest in social
history, playing the audio commentary with the films on these DVDs will give much more insight

and background information. There is also a comprehensive book with all kinds of information,

as well as more notes on the DVDs about each film, and given the special subjects handled in
this set, it is probably worthwhile taking advantage of this wealth of resource and information.
Personally, | found it a much more satisfying and rewarding experience just to play the
commentaries with some films in order to appreciate why some points were important to
audiences back then, as well as action in some scenes which | might have overlooked or not
fully understood otherwise.

Education and history aside, the five feature films are already treasures in themselves, such as
"Redskin" with Richard Dix which features about half the film in two-tone colour using red and
green filters; a technique already used in the 1910s but not often employed due to the extra
work and expense. In "Redskin" colour is used only for the scenes showing the Navajo and
Pueblo Indian people and their land, which | found very appropriate because the red/green
system seems to lend itself perfectly to the red and earthy colours of the landscape, the Indian
people and their colourful tribal cloths. The story also makes a deep impression and is a
relevant subject even today, affecting all kinds of native peoples and wherever different cultures
collide. Sent to white man's school as a boy, an Indian chief's son benefits from the best of both
worlds, but this only results in him no longer fitting in, nor being accepted in either the white
man’s world or his own native culture. Finally, the other feature film | thoroughly enjoyed is
"Poor Mrs Jones" in the "New Woman' category, who works endless hard hours on the farm and
believes her sister who lives in the city has a much a better life, until she visits her for a week
and realizes that the grass is not always greener on the other side. All films are of very high
picture quality, and there is a variety of musical scores from traditional piano to orchestral,
making it a fine selection which is never boring or monotonous, and which can be enjoyed many

times over.” Barbara Underwood
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The Festival acknowledges the invaluable and generous support
from the renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and
Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Flicker Alley,
Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Leslie Eric May and the
sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo.

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter,
Barbara Underwood, whose notes grace the Festival’s website
pages.



