
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Australia and Australians on the silver screen 1946-1959 
 

With Soundtracks 
 

March 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 2pm 
 Digital restorations of classic films  

 
Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 

The Overlanders 
 Eureka Stockade 

The Shiralee 
Siege of Pinchgut 



 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

Tickets $20 / $15 Friend of the Library and concession 
 
 

Credit card bookings through website 
Cash sales only at the door 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday March 5 at 2pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Overlanders (1946) 
88 minutes with Chips Rafferty 
 
Digitally restored edition with soundtrack. 
 
 “Set in 1943, The Overlanders is a classic Australian outback survival 
story based on true events, starring legendary Aussie screen icon 'Chips' 
Rafferty as Dan McAlpine. 
  
With Australia facing invasion from Japanese forces during WWII, man of 
the land and master drover Dan McAlpine sets out to preserve his very 
livelihood and the fate of more than a thousand head of cattle by trekking 
them across an alternate route over three thousand kilometres. Facing an 
arduous and desolate landscape, from the dry extremes of the Northern 
Territory to the dense pastures north of Brisbane, McAlpine is joined by a 
dedicated yet disparate band of horsemen who set about bringing their 
considerable charge in for head count. 
  
An adventure of the grandest scale, produced by the famedEaling 
Studios and also featuring John Nugent Hayward and Daphne 
Campbell, The Overlanders captures a uniquely Australian story of 
hardship and survival, celebrating a remarkable historical achievement.” 
Umbrella 

 
“ Chips Rafferty, known in his day as the Australian Cary 
Grant is a farmhand who rebels against the government’s 
strategic operation and refuses to kill his 
livestock….Based on a true story The Overlanders is a  



 
 
gripping tale of overcoming impossible odds, with a 
soaring film score by composer John Ireland.”  Studio 
Canal 

 
. 

 
 

Sunday March 12 at 2pm 
 

 
 

Eureka Stockade (Massacre Hill)  
(1949) 
98 minutes with Chips Rafferty and Peter Finch 
 
Digitally restored edition with soundtrack. 
.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The battle of the Eureka Stockade in 1854 marked one of Australia's 

greatest historical events, significantly contributing to the country's 

character and providing a dramatic turning point to nationhood. The 

alluring cry of 'GOLD' brings men flocking to Australia from all over the 

world, rushing to stake their claim on the barren, sun-steeped earth. Fearing 

the gold fever will weaken the fledgling economy, the Governor and police 

set out to harass the diggers, forcing them from the gold-fields to consider 

nobler and more economically stable pursuits such as agriculture and 

commerce. Pushed to the limit and fed up with their oppressors, led to 

revolt by Peter Lalor (Aussie screen icon 'Chips' Rafferty), the miners 

valiantly march to Eureka Hill to establish a stockade in fiery anticipation 

of further government and police intimidation.Little did they know the 

violence and bloodshed that was in store for them, marking one of the most 

notorious conflicts in the colonial history of Victoria. Produced by the 

famed Ealing Studios, also featuring Gordon Jackson and Peter Finch, 

Eureka Stockade captures the spirit of an age and explores the end of 

colonial innocence. ...Eureka Stockade (Massacre Hill).” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday March 19 at 2pm 
 

The Shiralee (1957) 
95 mins Digitally restored edition with soundtrack 
with Peter Finch, Bill Hunter and Rosemary Harris   
 
 
“A swagman looking for work in 1940s Australia suddenly finds himself 
carrying an extra burden- a ‘shiralee’- in the form of his five year old 
daughter.”  Studio Canal 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“When Jim Macauley finds his wife with another man, he takes their young 
daughter and they hit the road. With a young child as his responsibility, he 

finds he can't be quite the fancy-free wanderer that he had been. 

Rough-hewn Australian swagman takes daughter away from unfaithful 
wife to accompany him on his wanderings. Moving portrayal of their 

relationship ……” TCM.com 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Sunday March 26 at 2pm 
 

 
 

 
Siege of Pinchgut (1959) 
 (Four Desperate Men)  
100 minutes  Digitally restored edition with soundtrack 
 
 “Based on a true story, The Siege of Pinchgut (also known as Four 
Desperate Men) is a taut 1959 thriller from the famed Ealing Studios, 
directed by Harry Watt (The Overlanders). 
  
Prisoner Matt Kirk (Aldo Ray) is facing a long and arduous sentence. But 
when an opportunity to escape incarceration is presented in the form of a 
stolen ambulance, Matt, his younger brother Johnny (Neil McCallum) and 
two other convicts do not waste a moment. 
  
 



 
 
Fleeing to the small island of Pinchgut in Sydney Harbour, the escapees 
make hostages of the island's caretaker, his wife and daughter. Desperate to 
prove his innocence, Kirk demands assurance from the police that he will 
be granted a retrial. But as the authorities close in on the siege there is an 
all too ominous threat that Kirk may fire at and detonate an ammunition 
ship situated within the harbour - killing innocent bystanders in the 
process.” Umbrella  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Festival appreciates the invaluable and generous support from the 
renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 
Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Greg Denning, Studio Canal, Flicker 
Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton 
Prideaux, Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie 
Khoo. 

 
Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 
Barbara Underwood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 
 
 

 
 

 


