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March 8 Tuesday at 2pm
Make more noise...Suffragettes in silent film

1899-1917 est. 80 mins
Digital restoration with soundtrack

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney



Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318
Tickets $20/ $15 Friend of the Library and concession
Cash sales only at the door

Credit card bookings through website
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au

STATE LIBRARY®

NEW SOUTH WALES

The Festival is proud to present with the State Library NSW as part of
International Women’s Day 2016 celebrations the acclaimed BFI restored
set of silent films detailing how suffragettes were portrayed on the screen
while “..their battles were still being waged on the streets outside.”




- ‘CPILATION OF EARLY FILMS
FROM THE BFI NATIONAL ARCHIVE

MUSIC BY
LILLIAN HENLEY







Great Britain
With soundtrack
Australian premiere of the digital restoration

The Festival is grateful for the assistance from the British Film Institute in
arranging the film for this session.

Programmed by Bryony Dixon and Margaret Deriaz
Music soundtrack composed and performed by Lillian Henley
All films from the collection of the BFI National Archive.

“The suffragettes’ tactic was to stand up at every public event and cry
'votes for women!' As leader Emmeline Pankhurst said in her legendary
speech of November 1913: ‘You have to make more noise than anybody
else, you have to make yourself more obtrusive than anybody else, you
have to fill all the papers more than anybody else. In fact you have to be
there all the time and see that they do not snow you under.” And that meant
film too: cinema was born just as the campaign was gathering momentum -
and the suffragettes made it their business to get in front of the cameras!

This fascinating compilation of 21 short films - with a specially
commissioned score by Lillian Henley - combines newsreels and
documentaries with early comedies. Some offer grotesque parodies of
female militants (often played by men in drag), but others feature unruly
girl children, like the Tilly girls, who wreak havoc and still have the last
laugh... These gloriously anarchic comedies reveal as much about young
women’s aspirations as do the newsreels of demonstrations, arson attacks
and other dramatic provocations.

The key tactic of the suffragettes’ campaign was to ‘make more noise’.
That meant standing up at public meetings, in music halls and theatres,
scrawling ‘votes for women’ over census papers, demonstrating on the
streets and disrupting elections. It also applied to film — cinema was born
just as the campaign was gathering momentum — and over the following
years the suffragettes made it their business to get in front of the cameras!



Bad behaviour, noise, clamour and violence are not traits normally
associated with British women - but for the first 15 years of the twentieth,
fearless females fought with the authorities, and society at large, to make
themselves heard. At the same time, cinema was becoming established as a
dominant art form, and the suffragettes made it their business to get in front
of the cameras.

Make More Noise! combines documentary footage of the suffragettes'
public activities with comedy films of the period, which joyously pushed
the boundaries of what was considered acceptable behaviour. These
gloriously anarchic pre-war comedies are full of bright sparks like the Tilly
girls (starring Alma Taylor and Chrissie White) who gleefully disobey
society's strictures. Women are seen acting like men, dressing in men's
trousers and even leaving the men at home minding the babies. The films
reveal how girls and women were already acting differently, had higher
aspirations and expected more freedom than their grandmothers could have
imagined, going against conventional wisdom that female emancipation
was a result of war-time changes.” BFI

Over 20 films in the session including highlights such as the wild antics of
Tilly’s Party (1911), the harsh lessons of Wife the Weaker Vessel (1915)
and the poignancy of Miss Davison’s Funeral (1913). In addition the
session contains another 12 rarely seen films and clips from the period:

Suffragette Demonstration in London (1910, 3 mins): newsreel of an

early suffragette mass march

o Tilly the Tomboy Visits the Poor (1910, 6 mins): The Tilly girls star
in this mischievous comedy

o London Factory Girls on Strike in Camden Town (1911, 27 secs):
newsreel footage of the strikers

o  Suffragette Pageant in London (1911, 1 min): footage of the

Women's Coronation Procession



London Church Completely Destroyed by Fire (1913, 1 min):
newsreel of an arson attack

St Leonards Outrage (1913, 1 min): footage of an arson attack on a
MP's home

Suffragette Derby of 1913 (1913, 5 mins): Gaumont's footage of the
1913 Derby

Law Abiding Suffragists in Hyde Park (1913, 1 min): a mass
NUWSS meeting

Suffragettes Again (1913, 1 min): newsreel of an arson attack in
Plymouth

Trafalgar Square Meeting (1916, 1 min): Mrs Pankhurst and Mrs
Dacre Fox address the crowd

Labour's First Woman MP (1922, 14 secs): short clip of Susan
Lawrence

Lady Astor (Conservative) in Again for Plymouth (1923, 13 secs):
the first female MP celebrates another win

Bookings 0419 267318
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au

Tickets: $20 per adult/$15 Friend of the Library and
concession
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The Festival acknowledges the invaluable and generous support
from the renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and
Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker
Alley, BFI, George Watson, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard,
Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo.

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter,
Barbara Underwood, whose notes grace the Festival’s website
pages.



