
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Charlie Chaplin Anniversary 
102 Years in film1914-2016 

The genius of Charlie 
 

Sunday February 7 at 2pm 
Australian premieres. Digital restoration with live music 

Accompanist Mauro Colombis 
 

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 

 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

Tickets $25/$20 Friend of the Library and concession 



Credit card bookings through website 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 

  Session est 80 minutes 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Festival celebrates Charlie Chaplin’s start in film 102 years ago: 1914-

2016 

 

The Festival and the State Library NSW are proud to present on Sunday 

February 7 at 2pm Australian premieres of digital restorations of three of 

Charlie’s classic silent short comedies. 

 

Charlie’s genius captivated and enchanted audiences around the world 

within a very short period of time. That relationship has never ended. The 

whole world claims Charlie as its own: the qualities in his roles as director, 

actor and composer are timeless and universal. 

 

Chaplinitis is alive and well in Australia and there is no known cure! 
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Mauro Colombis is one of Australia’s leading silent film accompanists. He 

is an Italian classically trained musician with international concert 

experience. He has two masters in piano performance (from Tchaikovsky 

Moscow Conservatory in 1998 and Venice Conservatory in 2005) and a 

Bachelor of Art, Music and Spectacle from the University of Bologna 

Since 1993 he has been involved in music for silent movies. His first piano 

accompaniment was for “Back to God's Country”, (Nell Shipman) and “Il 

fuoco” (Giovanni Pastrone) in Pordenone, Italy. Having developed his own 

improvisatory and compositional style for silent movies during the 1990s 

style, Mauro has played every year at the Pordenone Silent Film Festival 

since 2002. 

 

After returning to Italy from Moscow, where he lived from 1995 till early 

2001, he developed his own improvisatory style and started to compose and 

improvise for silent movies. He played for the Bologna “Malombra” 

Association (Festival dedicated to Italian silent movies, Buster Keaton and  



 

Louise Brooks), for “Cinemazero” in Pordenone (Retrospective of Carl 

Theodor Dreyer). 

Since 2002 he has played every year in “The Pordenone Silent Film 

Festival”.  

In 2007 Mauro played piano accompaniment to the National Film and 

Sound Archive restoration of The Story of the Kelly Gang (1906), the 

Australian film which is arguably the world’s first feature film. 

Mauro played at the very first Australia’s Silent Film Festival in 2007 and 

has accompanied these silent treasures at each Festival since. 

 

 

 

Thank you Charlie! 

1914-2016 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“In late 1914, Charlie Chaplin was paid the then-unprecedented salary of $1,250 per 

week (with a bonus of $10,000) in exchange for signing a one-year contract with the 

Essanay Film Manufacturing Company. The resulting 14 films he created for Essanay 

find Chaplin further experimenting with new cinematic techniques, while continuing to 

add complexities and pathos into his celebrated Little Tramp character, soon to become 

immortalized as the face, hat, and moustache of modern screen comedy.” Flicker Alley 

 
 

 

 

His New Job (1915)     30 minutes 

“Hired by ‘Lockstone’ film studios, the Tramp experiences life behind-the-

scenes and as a featured extra, causing havoc wherever he goes… Drawing 

upon previous Keystone work.......Chaplin takes the opportunity of His 

New Job to not only comment upon his own new employment but also 

upon the madness of filmmaking itself, at a time when the art form was in 

its relative infancy ...” 

Chaplin FilmBy Film 

 

“His New Job is the first comedy filmed at Essanay - an apt title given the 

circumstances. It is also the only film that Chaplin shot in the Chicago 

studios. As for his comedies made the previous year at Keystone, Chaplin 

set the action in a film studio. Hired as a prop man, Charlie is soon 

demoted to carpenter’s assistant at the Lockstone Studio (a reference to his 

previous employer, Keystone), before becoming an actor, which ends in 

disaster.”  Arte 

Bioscope wrote: “ There is probably no film comedian in the world more 

popular with the average picture theatre audience than that famous 

funmaker....just why he is so funny, it is almost impossible to say.....perhaps 

the funniest thing of all is his own imperturbability.....” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Night Out (1915) 27 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 



“This is the second film produced for Essanay.  

The story is a variation on the film The Rounders, produced by Keystone, 

which in 1914 saw Chaplin teamed with Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle. This 

time, Ben Turpin was Chaplin’s partner for an evening out on the town. 

They start out at a café and end up in a hotel, in a misunderstanding with a 

pretty woman. This is Edna Purviance’s first movie appearance.”  Arte 

“The plot is a variation of the teaming of Chaplin and Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle 

in the Keystone film, The Rounders (1914). This time he is paired with Ben 

Turpin. In the film Chaplin forms an excellent comedy partnership. Chaplin and 

Turpin are drunks about town, starting at a café and ending in a risqué hotel 

room mix-up with a pretty girl, similar to the situation in the Keystone comedy 

Caught in the Rain (1914), yet this time with Edna Purviance, in her first film 

with Chaplin. ” Flicker Alley 

 

The Cinema wrote: “ …The hero (Charlie) is magnificently and 

consistently drunk from first to last. Accompanied by his knock-about 

partner, Ben Turpin, he sets out to test the limits of a stupendous 

thirst…This film gives Chaplin full elbow room for many extraordinary 

antics and touches of humorous detail, and the fun runs along at top 

speed.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Champion (1915) 30 minutes 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

“Charlie tries his luck as a boxer but gets involved in bribes and crooks in a 

sequence of well-orchestrated physical gags and several outstanding 

characters as co-stars.  Ben Turpin and GM Anderson (who was cinema’s 

first cowboy, Broncho Billy) add to the boxing action and fun! “ Barbara 

Underwood 

 

 

“Inspired by Chaplin’s interest in boxing, this comedy features an 

unemployed Charlie, who tries his luck working as a sparring partner. He 

ends up fighting and winning a championship, thanks to the help of his 

bulldog. 

In 1915, boxing fights were illegal in most states and films featuring fights 

(including comedy films) filled a demand for the topic. Chaplin revisited 

the idea of the Tramp and his dog a few years later in A Dog’s Life (1918). 

……Chaplin’s brilliant choreography and hilarious antics in the ring 

anticipate the famous boxing match in City Lights (1931)..” Flicker Alley 

 



 

New York Dramatic Mirror wrote: “ A two-part comedy featuring Charles 

Chaplin and including what is without doubt the funniest burlesque prize 

fight ever shown upon the screen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 The Festival appreciates the invaluable and generous support from the 

renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 

Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Robert 

Gamlen, Hilton Prideaux, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Leslie Eric 

May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 

Barbara Underwood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
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