
     

 
 

 
 
 

  SILVER SCREEN Tribute 1939 the Golden Year Dodge City: Ninotchka: The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
Three Sundays at 2 pm February 28, and March 6 and 13  

Digital restorations with soundtracks 
Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 



 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

Tickets $20 /$15 Friend of the Library and concession 
Gold Pass to all three sessions $55/ $40 Friend of Library and concession 

 
Credit card bookings through website 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
  

 
 
 

  
 
 

 “1939 was noteworthy in America and Europe for many reasons. 
World War II had begun with Hitler's invasion of Poland. The Great 
Depression dwindled as President Roosevelt and the United 
States prepared to fight. NBC demonstrated the new medium of 
television at the World's Fair. Batman, a new superhero, was born. 
Frank Sinatra made his recording debut. And nylon stockings went 
on sale for the first time.  
 
Most significant for American culture that year was the sheer 
number of remarkable film releases. 365 films were released in 
1939, many of which are considered the most enduring classics in 
film history and three of the 10 Best Picture Oscar nominees for 
the year, Gone with the Wind, Dark Victory and Ninotchka.” 
Warner Bros. 



 
 

 

  
Dodge City 104 minutes, Technicolor. 

 Sunday February 28 @ 2 pm 
 
 

Legendary Australian actor in lush Technicolor feature with the superb 
talents of such craftsmen as Oscar winning director Michael Curtiz and 

multi Oscar winning composer. 
 

“Wade Hatton (Errol Flynn), a Texas cattle agent, witnesses firsthand the 
brutal lawlessness of Dodge City and takes the job of sheriff to clean the 
town up. In his first of eight Westerns, Flynn is as able with a six-shooter 
as he was with a swashbuckler's sword. He confronts lynch mobs, slams 

outlaws into jail and escapes (along with co-star Olivia de Havilland) from  



 
a fiery, locked railroad car. Cheered for Flynn's sagebrush debut, its vivid 
Technicolor look and spectacular saloon brawl that may have employed 
every available Hollywood stunt person, Dodge City later gained another 
distinction when it inspired Mel Brooks' cowboy parody Blazing Saddles. 

 
There ought to be a law in this corrupt, bullet-ridden town and once trail 
boss Wade Hatton pins on a badge, there is. In his first of eight westerns, 
Errol Flynn is as able with a six-shooter as he was with a swashbuckler's 

sword. He confronts lynch mobs, slams outlaws into jail and escapes (along 
with co-star Olivia de Havilland) a fiery, locked railroad car.” Warner 

Bros. VIDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   
 



 
 

 
 
 

  
  

 
 Ninotchka 111 mins, black and white. 

 Sunday March 6 @ 2 pm 
 

One of Hollywood’s greatest directors Ernst Lubitsch brought together an 
astonishing team to make this Garbo classic: the screenplay was by Wilder, 

Brackett and Reisch, 10 Oscars between them; art direction by Cedric Gibbons, 
winner of 11 Oscars and costumes by Adrian; and cinematography by Oscar 

winner, W H Daniels. 
 



 
 
 
 
  

“A stern Russian woman (Greta Garbo) sent to Paris on official 
business finds herself attracted to a man (Melvyn Douglas) who 
represents everything she is supposed to detest.”Garbo Talks!" 
proclaimed ads when silent star Greta Garbo debuted in talkies. Nine 
years and 12 classic screen dramas later, the gifted movie legend was 
ready for another change. Garbo Laughs! cheered the publicity for 
her first comedy, a frothy tale of a dour Russian envoy sublimating 
her womanhood for Soviet brotherhood until she falls for a suave 
Parisian man-about-town (Melvyn Douglas).  
 
Working from a cleverly barbed script written in part by Billy 
Wilder, director Ernst Lubitsch knew better than anyone how to 
marry refinement with sublime wit. "At least twice a day the most 
dignified human being is ridiculous," he explained about his 
acclaimed Lubitsch Touch, That's how we see Garbo's love struck 
Ninotchka: serenely dignified yet endearingly ridiculous. Garbo 
laughs. So will you. Ninotchka received four 1939 Academy Award 
nominations: Best Picture, Best Actress in a Leading Role (Garbo), 
Best Writing: Original Story (Melchior Lengyel), and Best Writing: 
Screenplay (Charles Brackett Walter Reisch, Billy Wilder). “Garbo 
Laughs!” cheered the publicity for screen legend Greta Garbo’s first 
comedy, a frothy tale of a dour Russian envoy sublimating her 
womanhood for Soviet brotherhood until she falls for a suave 
Parisian man-about-town (Melvyn Douglas). From a cleverly barbed 
script written in part by Billy Wilder, Ninotchka remains serenely 
dignified yet endearingly ridiculous. Garbo laughs. So will you.” 
Warner Bros 

 VIDE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
           



           

  
 
 
 
  

       



         
The Hunchback of Notre Dame 117 mins, black &white. 

 Sunday March 13 @ 2 pm 
 
 

In this treasure of the wonder year acclaimed director William Dieterle had the 
staggering talents of Oscar winning Charles Laughton supported by a strong 

support team including Oscar winners Thomas Mitchell and Edmond O’Brien; 
the winner of 9 Oscars for music, Alfred Newman; & one of the film’s editors, 

Robert Wise, winner of four Oscars, yes that Robert Wise, director of The 
Sound of Music.  

 
“In 15th century France, a gypsy girl is framed for murder by the 
infatuated Chief Justice, and only the deformed bell ringer of Notre 
Dame Cathedral can save her. With huge sets, rousing action scenes 
and a versatile throng portraying a medieval Paris of cutthroats, 
clergy, beggars and nobles, The Hunchback of Notre Dame remains 
one of Hollywood's all-time grandest spectacles. 
 
Charles Laughton endured a daily five-and-a-half hour makeup 
session to become Quasimodo, Victor Hugo's mocked and vilified 
anti-hero. The result was one of his best performances -- outsized yet 
nuanced, heartrending yet inspiring. Maureen O'Hara is the gypsy 
Esmeralda, whose simple act of pity frees the emotions within 
Quasimodo. When she is wrongly condemned, he rescues her from 
hanging, sweeping all of Paris into a fight for justice. Victor Hugo's 
classic novel brought to life in one of the most stirring and poignant 
films ever made. Charles Laughton is remarkable as Quasimodo, the 
deaf, grotesque hunchback who rescues a beautiful gypsy girl 
(Maureen O'Hara) from the noose of an ugly mob. Laughton endured 
a daily five-and-a-half-hour makeup session to become the mocked 
and vilified bellringer of Notre Dame.”  Warner Bros 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  We acknowledge the assistance from Chapel Distribution in arranging the 
films for these sessions. The Festival appreciates the invaluable and 

generous support throughout the year from the renowned David Shepard, 
Film Preservation and Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, 
Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo 
Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Leslie Eric May and the sublime flair and 

talents of Stephanie Khoo. 



 
 
 
 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 

Barbara Underwood. 
 And stay in touch....ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 

 

 

 

  
 

AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267318 
info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 

 


