Documentaries of the Silent era
With Soundtracks

March 8, April 12, May 10 and June 14 at 2pm
Digital restoration of silent films

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney
The Great White Silence- Chang
Legong: Dance of the Virgins-
The Silent Enemy

Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318
Tickets $20 / $15 Friend of the Library and concession

Gold Pass to all four sessions $70/ $50 Friend of Library and concession
Credit card bookings through website

Cash sales only at the door
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au
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Sunday March 8 at 2pm




The Great White Silence (1924)

108 minutes
NSW premiere of the digitally restored edition with
soundtrack.

BFI: “Herbert Ponting's official record of Captain Scott's ill-fated
expedition to the South Pole, The Great White Silence was recently
restored by the BFI National Archive from the original expedition
negatives and has reintroduced the film's sophisticated use of colour. The
alien beauty of the landscape is brought dramatically to life, showing the
world of the expedition in brilliant detail.

Captain Robert Scott described Herbert Ponting as ‘an artist in love with
his work’, and after the Antarctic expedition’s tragic outcome, Ponting
devoted the rest of his life to ensuring that the grandeur of the Antarctic
and of the expedition’s heroism would not be forgotten. The images that he
captured have fired people's imaginations ever since.

Ponting’s footage begins in 1910 with the departure of the Terra Nova from
New Zealand’s south island, for the Antarctic — a perilous journey during
which animals and stores were lost overboard in a gale and the ship had to
break through unusual amounts of pack ice for 400 miles to reach the Great
Ice Barrier. Ponting took some of his most impressive footage — showing
the ship breaking through the ice — from a makeshift platform over the side
of the ship. Once arrived on Ross Island, Ponting filmed almost every
aspect of the expedition: the scientific work, life in camp and the local
wildlife — including killer whales, seals, Antarctic skuas and the
characterful Adelie penguins. What he was unable to film, he boldly
recreated back home. Most importantly, Ponting recorded the preparations
for the assault on the Pole — from the trials of the caterpillar-track sledges
to clothing and cooking equipment — giving us a real sense of the
challenges faced by the expedition.”



Sunday April 12 at 2pm

Chang (1928)

70 minutes
Australian premiere of the digitally restored Oscar
nominated film with soundtrack.




THE MILESTONE COLLECTION

CHAN

A Dravy OrF Tue WiILDERNES

g
-

-

THE Lost MasTerrIECE BY THE Makers ofF KING KONG
Merian €. Coorer AND ERNEST B. SCHOEDSACK

“Hard to resist..CHANG unfolds like a veritable Hiree-ring
cireus. SPECTACULAR!™ =J. Hobermian, PREMIERE




Milestone Films: “Before they dreamed up that oversized ape, King Kong's
creators filmed this magical story of a Thai family's struggle to survive the

forces of nature.

CHANG is a revelation - not only is it the obvious prototype for Merian C.
Cooper and Ernest B. Schoedsack's later masterpiece, King Kong but it is a

terrifically entertaining film in it own right!

Shot entirely in Siam, the film tells the story of a farmer and his family
who have settled a small patch of land on the edge of the jungle. Their
existence is a constant struggle against the many wild animals around them
- bear, tigers, and even - changs! The climactic elephant stampede is still

one of the most exciting scenes in cinema history.

This release features a brilliant score by Bangkok composer Bruce Gaston
and performed by the world-famous orchestra Fong Naam.”






Sunday May 10 at 2pm

Legong: Dance of the Virgins (1935)
65 minutes

Australian premiere of the digitally restored edition with
soundtrack.

T

LEGONG™

Dance of the Virgins

A film by Henri de la Falaise UCL&LT“_}




Milestone Films “Legong: Dance of the Virgins was filmed entirely on
location in Bali in 1935 by the Marquis Henry de la Falaise, World War I
hero, the ex-husband of movie star Gloria Swanson and the current spouse
of screen siren Constance Bennett. The film is a tragic tale of love denied
— Poutou, a respected Legong dancer, falls in love with young musician,
Nyoung. Her father is delighted with Poutou's choice and wants to help her
to conquer Nyoung's heart. But Poutou's half-sister Saplak wants pines for

the musician. When Nyoung chooses Saplak, Poutou drowns herself.

Legong's real theme is much more than mere melodrama — it is the
delineation of Balinese culture. de la Falaise captured religious rituals
including frenetic dances and mystical parades, everyday dealings at the
local marketplace, a cockfight (which was cut out of the British version)

and, in the final scene, a mass cremation.

Small details chronicling the life of the villagers make Legong an

absorbing and mesmerizing quasi-documentary in gorgeous Two-Color

Technicolor!”




CUSTOMS

NATIVE

MUSIC

NATIVE

CAST




Sunday June14 at 2pm

The Silent Enemy (1930)
85 minutes

Australian premiere of the digitally restored edition with
soundtrack.

TCM Jay Carr “ The Silent Enemy (1930) not only seems influenced by
Robert Flaherty's milestone docudrama, Nanook of the North (1922); it is in
several important respects a companion piece to it, unfolding on much the
same turf. While Nanook depicted the lives of Inuits living north of the
ever-shifting tree line of Canada's Hudson Bay region, The Silent Enemy
is a serious attempt to depict Ojibwa Indians living below that same line in
Quebec and northern Ontario before their lives were forever changed by
Caucasian incursions. Given the film's respect for their tribal life and ways,



it's perhaps the first revisionist Western, before the genre veered off into
depicting Native Americans as target practice for cowboys and colonizing

armies. It is, in short, a major rediscovery. “

AUSTRALIA’S
Silent Film Festival

The Festival appreciates the invaluable and generous support from the
renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and
Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Dennis Doros and Amy
Heller and Milestone Films, Flicker Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha
Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Leslie Eric May and the
sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo.

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter,
Barbara Underwood.
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