
 

    

    

    

    

    

 

 
 
 

 
 

SILVER SCREEN 100th Anniversary of Technicolor 
The African Queen: Meet Me in St Louis: The Adventures of Robin Hood 

Three Sundays July 5, 12 and 19 at 2pm 
Digital restoration with soundtracks 

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 

 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

Tickets $15 /$10 Friend of the Library and concession 
Gold Pass to all three sessions $40/  $25 Friend of Library and concession 

 
Credit card bookings through website 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://eastman.org/technicolor 

George Eastman House : “From 1915, the Technicolor Motion Picture 

Corporation and its revolutionary color processes transformed cinema 

forever. To celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of Technicolor’s 

incorporation, George Eastman House is curating a blockbuster 

exhibition, creating an online exhibition, and publishing a landmark 

book. In addition, an international retrospective of films from the 

museum’s collection has been jointly curated by Deutsche Kinemathek, 

the Museum of Modern Art, and the Austrian Film Museum, and will 

premiere at the 65th Berlin International Film Festival in February. 

The exhibition In Glorious Technicolor, opening January 24, 2015, 

celebrates the vivid history of one of the most widely recognized names 

in the American film industry—a company whose revolutionary motion 

picture color process enabled such Hollywood masterpieces as The 

Wizard of Oz (1939), Gone With the Wind (1939), and Singin’ In the 

Rain (1952). Composed of stunning visual displays, this exhibition  

 



 

 

 

features original artifacts and projected video clips to explore 

Technicolor’s wide-ranging impact on the form and content of cinema,  

and draws heavily from the vast Technicolor Corporate Archive now 

held at George Eastman House.”  

 

Blu-ray.com :  

 

  

“The Retrospective of the 65th Berlin International Film Festival will 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of Technicolor. The festival's organizers 

will screen around 30 classic Technicolor film, many of which have been 

meticulously restored. Next Year, The Retrospective's program will also be 

presented in Vienna and New York (Summer).  

 

Included below is the Berlinale's official press announcement for the 

upcoming event: 

 

"As of 1915, inventors Herbert T. Kalmus, Daniel Comstock and W. 

Burton Wescott developed the two-colour process Technicolor No. I at the 

company they had founded for this purpose: Technicolor Motion Picture 

Corporation. This system used a beam splitter, and red and green filters to 

record and project the film. However, the spectrum of colours that could be 

reproduced on the screen in this process was still limited. 

 

Viewers and film critics responded with some reserve to these first films 

and the flickering fringes of the colours. Though it was the scepticism of 

cinema operators, coupled with their own high standards, that repeatedly 

motivated Kalmus and his team to make ever new improvements over the 

next years and decades. With Technicolor No. IV, in which the three 

colours green, red and blue were used as of 1932, a level of quality was 

achieved that gave Technicolor its brilliancy. For the first time the whole 

colour spectrum could be reproduced. Technicolor No. V, introduced in 

1952, was just a process for printing film, not for shooting it. 

 

Technicolor was never connected to one single style even if, in comparison 

to the transparency of other colour film processes, it had a rather saturated 

look. Instead it aimed at making the use of colour more conscious and 

deliberate. Technicolor came into its own especially in (melo-)dramas, 



musicals and adventure films. 

 

In Richard Boleslawski's drama The Garden of Allah (USA 1936), the 

empty expanses of the desert, that appear in warm shades of red and brown, 

become landscapes of the soul. In George Sidney's adventure film The 

Three Musketeers (USA 1948), dashing young men battle in dazzling pink 

and light blue in an entirely stylised and artificial setting. 

 

A true box-office hit was the MGM musical The Wizard of Oz (Victor  

 

 

Fleming, USA 1939), which competed with the Technicolor films of Walt 

Disney Productions. In The Wizard of Oz, colour was used so excessively 

that the actors in their imaginative costumes look almost like in a cartoon. 

And in Howard Hawks' Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (USA 1953), Marilyn 

Monroe is clad in an irresistible pink set against a rich red backdrop when 

she sings "Diamonds are a girl's best friend". 

 

Stunning panoramas characterise Westerns in Technicolor. In King Vidor's 

Duel in the Sun (USA 1946), hate and love are acted out under the 

scorching orange-red desert sun. In John Ford's She Wore a Yellow Ribbon 

(USA 1949), Monument Valley and its earthy tones serve as a picturesque 

backdrop that sets off the resplendent uniforms and details on the costumes. 

 

Ultimately, in 1953, Technicolor's rival – colour negative film – started 

booming. Today it is important to get as close to the original of these 

splendid Technicolor films as possible. "Thanks to the cooperation with 

George Eastman House in Rochester, we will be able to present prints from 

one of the world's largest and best preserved collections of Technicolor 

films – and they will range from original prints to modern colour film 

prints. Thanks to the support of other film archives and studios, we will 

also be showing a large number of restored versions," comments Rainer 

Rother, Head of the Retrospective and Artistic Director of the Deutsche 

Kinemathek." 

 

 

Useful Links 

http://www.technicolor.com/ 

 

http://kulturblog.com/2004/11/17/technicolor-an-explanation/ 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The African Queen  (1951) 105 mins 

 

Winner of Academy Award and three Oscar 

nominations. 

 
 

Sunday July 5  @ 2 pm 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The African Queen (1951). 

 “At the start of World War I, German imperial troops burn down Reverend 

Samuel Sayer's mission in Africa. He is overtaken with disappointment and 

passes away. Shortly after his well-educated, snooty sister Rose Sayer 

(Hepburn) buries her brother, she must leave on the only available 

transport, a tired river steamboat 'The African Queen' manned by the ill-

mannered bachelor, Charlie Allnut (Bogart). Together they embark on a 

long difficult journey, without any comfort. Rose grows determined to 

assist in the British war effort and presses Charlie until he finally agrees 

and together they steam up the Ulana encountering an enemy fort, raging 

rapids, bloodthirsty parasites and endlessly branching stream which always 

seem to lead them to what appear to be impenetrable swamps. Despite 

opposing personalities, the two grow closer to each other and ultimately 

carry out their plan to take out a German warship.” TCM 

 

 

“Starring Academy Award® winners* HUMPHREY BOGART and 

KATHARINE HEPBURN, The African Queen tells the timeless tale of 

two mismatched strangers joining forces in a common cause - and finding 

love along the way. The story chronicles the burgeoning romance between 

Bog ie's river rat Charlie Allnut and Hepburn's missionary Rose Sayer, as 

they reluctantly join for ces to torpedo a German gunboat in wa r-torn East 

Africa. Directed by Ac ademy Award® winner** JOHN HUSTON, and 

filmed on location in the Belgian Congo, The African Queen is arguably 

one of the finest films ever made - with one of the most legendary star 

pairings ever to appear on the screen…….”  WB Classic Movies 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Meet Me in St. Louis (1944) 113 mins 

 

 
Winner of Academy Award  
and four Oscar nominations. 
Sunday July 12 @ 2 pm 

 
“Judy Garland stars in a timeless tale of family, captured with warmth and 

emotion by director Vincente Minnelli. The enduring popularity of Meet me In 

St. Louis comes from a terrific blend of music, romance and humor. Starring 

Judy Garland, together with Margaret O'Brien (awarded a special Oscar as 

1944's outstanding child actress) and Mary Astor, and featuring the musical 

classics "Meet Me In St. Louis, Louis," "The Trolley Song" and "Have Yourself 

a Merry Little Christmas” TCM  

 

“St. Louis 1903. The well-off Smith family has four beautiful daughters, 

including Esther and little Tootie. Seventeen-year old Esther has fallen in 

love with John, the boy next door who has just moved in. He, however,  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

barely notices her at first. The family is shocked when Mr. Smith reveals 

that he has been transferred to a nice position in New York, which means 

that the family has to leave St. Louis just before the start of the St. Louis 

1904 World's Fair.” WB Classic Movies 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adventures of Robin Hood  (1938) 102 mins 

 

 
Winner of three Academy Awards  

and Oscar nomination. 
 

 

 

Early gumleaf mafia in Hollywood:  actors Hobart born Errol Flynn; 

Melbourne born Frank Baker; and Sydney born Frank Hagney 

 

Sunday July 19 @ 2 pm 

 
“Dashing Errol Flynn triumphs in this lavish, fast-paced version of the 

Robin Hood legend, a winner of three Academy Awards in ravishing 

Technicolor. Doing many stunts himself, Flynn is at his athletic, romantic 

best role originally intended for James Cagney. Olivia de Havilland (as maid Marian), 

consummate screen villains Basil Rathbone and Claude Rains and a 

boisterous who's who of characters co-star. Welcome to Sherwood!” TCM  

 

 

“A classic tale of Sherwood Forest. Robin Hood robs the rich to aid the 

poor, tries to rid England of Prince John's tyranny and gain the hand of the 

lovely Maid Marian.” WB Classic Movies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We acknowledge the assistance from Chapel Distribution and Park Circus  

in arranging the films for these sessions. The Festival appreciates the 

invaluable and generous support throughout the year from the renowned 

David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and Blackhawk Films, 

Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha 

Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Leslie Eric May and the 

sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 

 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 

reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 

Barbara Underwood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


