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Charlie Chaplin Festival  
101 Years in film 

The Circus- Monsieur Verdoux- Limelight 

Three Sundays January 11, 18 and 25 at 2pm 
Digital restoration with soundtracks 

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 
 

Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 26 7318 
Tickets $20/$15Friend of the Library and concession  

Gold Pass to all three sessions $55/ $40 Friend of Library and concession 
 

Credit card bookings through website 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilm festival.com.au 
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The Festival salutes Charlie Chaplin’s gifts to film for over 100 years: 
1914-2015 
 
The Festival and the State Library NSW are proud to present over three 
Sundays in January at 2pm high definition digital restorations of Charlie’s 
classic films with outstanding soundtracks. 
 
Charlie’s genius captivated and enchanted audiences around the world 
within a very short period of time. That relationship has never ended. The 
whole world claims Charlie as its own: the qualities in his roles as director, 
actor and composer are timeless and universal. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you Charlie! 
1914-2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Circus (1928) 70 mins 
Silent film with soundtrack 

 
Winner of Academy Award 
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Charlie Chaplin, the legendary screen icon of silent comedy, 
stars in this sophisticated late 1920’s production which he 
wrote, even wrote a classical music score and song which 

                         accompanies this delightful old-fashioned romantic 
comedy!  

This film won Charlie his first Academy Award. 
 
 
 

The Circus (1928) with soundtrack 
 
Perhaps the world’s most famous cinema icon and comic legend, Charlie Chaplin has 
entertained audiences for almost a century, and as modern technology provides 
beautifully restored and digitally remastered silent films, Chaplin is once again in the 
spotlight. 
 
Chaplin’s spectacular rise to fame in the 1910s was phenomenal, and he was the world’s 
most famous actor/comedian by the end of World War I.    
 
Born in London, England, where he began performing in vaudeville shows at the age of 
only eight, Chaplin went to America in 1913 and joined the famous Keystone Studios 
headed by Mack Sennett.  He appeared in his first film in 1914, wearing the clownish 
outfit that became known as ‘the little tramp’, beginning his legendary career as the 
world’s most recognized comedian. 
 
By 1916 Chaplin was already given more artistic freedom, and he soon began to write, 
direct and also produce feature-length films, such as “The Kid”.  Made in 1921, it was a 
much more serious film with a touching story, and co-starred Jackie Coogan as the cute 
7-year-old Kid. 
 
In 1928, he was also writing classical music scores to accompany his films, of which 
The Circus is an outstanding example.  Not only that, but he sings a song at the outset 
of the film which he also composed for this film! 
 
Still attracting throngs of fans with his Tramp character, he once again delighted 
audiences with the usual charm, gags and even pathos, using the tried-and-true formula 
of boy-meets-girl, falls in love with her but she has another suitor.   In this case, Charlie 
as the Tramp finds himself among circus performers while evading cops – another 
essential ingredient in Chaplin’s successful comedy formula.  
 
The Little Tramp unwittingly steals the show by stumbling into the spotlight, and he 
becomes the main attraction without knowing it because he only has eyes for the girl – 
the daughter of the boss.  Alas, she falls for the tall, dark and handsome tightrope 
walker, but not before Charlie impresses her by doing his own extraordinary tightrope 
act! 
 
As the bitter-sweet story moves along, Chaplin chooses the right moments for some 
ingenious comedy; the secret being in the unexpectedness of the action, appearing 
natural and spontaneous.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
Other highlights include Charlie evading the police in the mirror maze, getting trapped 
in the lion’s cage, and above all, having monkeys on his back as he finds himself high 
on the tightrope without any safety measures! 
 
At the very first Academy Awards ceremony, Chaplin was awarded with a special 
statuette for his “versatility and genius in writing, acting, directing and producing The 
Circus”.  Needless to say,  The Circus has not lost any of its charm, thrills, comic 
quality and audience appeal after more than eight decades of cinema! 
 
 
 
 
 
The New York Daily News wrote”….. this film is a screaming delight 
from fade-in to fade-out. It is a howling, hearty, happy, slightly slapstick 
cinema production wherein the inimitable Charlie gets you more often by a 
laugh than a tear ………” 
 
The New York Times’s  Mordaunt Hall wrote, “ The Circus is likely to 
please intensely………Chaplin never fails to tickle one’s fancy. He lifts the 
masks from the dejected or the cynical and discovers faces wreathed in 
merriment.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Monsieur Verdoux (1947) 124 mins 
Sound film 

Nominated for Academy Award 
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The Criterion Collection describes this classic, “Charlie Chaplin plays 
shockingly against type in his most controversial film, a brilliant and bleak 
black comedy about money, marriage, and murder. Chaplin is a twentieth-
century bluebeard, an enigmatic family man who goes to extreme lengths to 
support his wife and child, attempting to bump off a series of wealthy 
widows (including one played by the indefatigable Martha Raye, in a 
hilarious performance). This deeply philosophical and wildly entertaining 
film is a work of true sophistication, both for the moral questions it dares to 
ask and for the way it deconstructs its megastar’s lovable on-screen 
persona.” 

Bosley Crowther of the New York Times, “Not one for sparring and 
flicking on the screen in these troubled times, Mr Chaplin, the 
incomparable comedian, believes in using his talent for socking hard- 
socking, that is, at the evil and injustice that he sees in the world and 
aiming directly at the midriff of general complacency….Although it is 
labeled a ‘comedy of murders’ and is screamingly funny in spots- funny as 
only the old Chaplin is able to make a comic scene- it is basically serious 
and bitter at the ironies of life…..” 

Australian born actor, Marjorie Bennett, plays the role of the maid. 
 
 

Jerome Larcher writes, “….Verdoux is an extension of the tramp figure. 
He would find a place in society, in his own way. The last shot of the film 
repeats the classic exit, except this time our hero is walking to the 
scaffold..” 
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Limelight (1952) 135 mins 
Sound film 

 
Winner of Academy Award 
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“ Limelight tells the story of fading music hall comedian’s efforts  to help a 
despondent ballet dancer learn to walk and feel confident about life again. 
The highlight of this moving film is the classic duet with Chaplin’s only 
real artistic film comedy rival, Buster Keaton.” Park Circus 
 

 
Australian born actors, Marjorie Bennett, Snub Pollard and Frank 
Hagney, play roles in the film. 
 
 
 
 
The New York Herald Tribune’s  Otis L Guernsey Jr wrote, “ In 
Charles Chaplin’s Limelight an ageing comedian and ayoung despairing 
dancer probe for meanings in a good many of the early 
scenes………………………….Chaplin has captured the quality of 
longing….and nothing else matters….it is akind of cinematic poem about 
humanity…” 
 
 
The New York Times’s  Bosley Crowther  wrote, “ Out of his knowledge 
of the theatre and his sense of the wistfulness of man in the ever-repeating 
cycle of youth taking over from age, Charlie Chaplin has drawn the 
inspiration and the poignantly sentimental theme…………..the famed artist 
has poured a tremendous amount of mellow feeling and cinema artistry. 
Neither comedy nor tragedy altogether, it is  a brilliant weaving of comic 
and tragic strands, eloquent, tearful and beguiling with supreme 
virtuosity………………..Herein lies the brilliance of Limelight, in the 
artistry of Mr Chaplin in the use of his sensitive face and his supple, mobile 
person as a positive instrument for the capture of thoughts and moods…(it 
is) a very moving film.” 
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We acknowledge the assistance from MK2 in arranging the films for these 

sessions. The Festival appreciates the invaluable and generous support 
from the renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 

Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Robert 
Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Hilton Prideaux, Leslie Eric 

May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo. 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 

Barbara Underwood. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
Phone 0419 267318 

info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


