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All Quiet on the Western Front (1930)
Sunday August 31 at 2pm
Digital restoration of silent version with soundtrack
Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney

Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318
Tickets $20/$15 Friend of the Library and concession

Credit card bookings through website
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au
Cash only sales at door
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Filmsite Movie Review

Arranged through the generous assistance of Tim Dirks at www.filmsite.org

All Quiet on the Western Front
(1930)

All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) is the first major anti-war film of the sound era, faithfully
based upon the timeless, best-selling 1929 novel by Erich Maria Remarque (who had
experienced the war first-hand as a young German soldier). The film was advertised with the
brooding face of one of the young German recruits sent into World War |. The landmark, epic
film, made on a large-scale budget of $1.25 million for Universal Pictures (and studio production
head Carl Laemmle, Jr.), used acres of California ranch land for the battle scenes, and
employed over 2,000 extras.

From four Academy Award nominations, it won the Academy Award for Best Picture (the third
winner in the history of AMPAS) and Best Director (Lewis Milestone with his first sound feature),
and it was also nominated for Best Writing Achievement (George Abbott, Maxwell Anderson,
and Del Andrews) and Best Cinematography (Arthur Edeson). It was a critical and financial
success, and probably the greatest of pacifist, anti-war films - the grainy black and white film is
still not dated and the film hasn't lost its initial impact. The episodic film is still one of the few
early sound films that modern audiences watch. However, it was criticized as being
propagandistic and anti-militaristic. For its perceived anti-German message, it was denounced
by the Nazi government in Berlin of the 30s and subsequently banned.

The film was made only a dozen years following the end of the Great War, and the memories of
the war were still fresh. Before it, other war films in the silent era had done very well: King
Vidor's The Big Parade (1925), Raoul Walsh's What Price Glory? (1926), and William




Wellman's Wings (1927). Coming as it did with the dawning of sound pictures, its directors and
producer, and at least one cast member went on to future fame: Carl Laemmle, Jr. (producer),
Lewis Milestone (director), George Cukor (credited as dialogue director), and Fred Zinnemann
(an extra).

A prologue, that introduces the film, was taken almost verbatim from the foreword to
Remarque's novel:

This story is neither an accusation nor a confession, and least of all an adventure, for death is
not an adventure to those who stand face to face with it. It will try simply to tell of a generation of
men who, even though they may have escaped its shells, were destroyed by the war...

Unlike Remarque's novel that begins with the young men already at war, with flashbacks to
earlier times, the film is told in a logical, chronological fashion. The content of the film can be
divided into four distinct parts:

1. the pre-war education of schoolboys, and the enlistment of the young German
recruits

2. the soldiers' arrival at the front of World War |

3. the experiences of the cruelties and horrors of war in trench warfare

4. the hero's homecoming, return to the front, and ultimate death

The film includes a series of vignettes and scenes that portray the senselessness and futility of
war from the sympathetic point of view of the young German soldiers in the trenches in the
Great War who found no glory on the battlefield, meeting only death and disillusionment.
[Recent-day war films, including Platoon (1986), Full Metal Jacket (1987), and Saving Private
Ryan (1998) have similarly portrayed a perspective of war from the soldier's point of view.]

(continued at http://www.filmsite.org/allg.html)













Stay in touch as we have many wonderful shows coming up
throughout the remainder of 2014. Many of the sessions have live
music with acclaimed Australian musicians.

¢ Sydney Lindfield Uniting Church 33 Tryon Rd (Cnr
Nelson and Tryon Rds) June 21, July 26 and August 23.
Three Saturdays at 3pm all different films. Live music
with Dr Paul Paviour OAM Jackson heritage organ and
piano in June; John D’Arcy in July and August; John
Batts will welcome patrons on the Jackson organ in July
and August. June 21 the great Australian silent film, The
Sentimental Bloke. July 26 The acclaimed Chinese silent
film with English subtitles and starring the wondrous
Ruan Lingyu and Jin Yan in The Peach Girl. August 23
the silent film superstar Mary Pickford in the Sydney
premiere of the restored Sparrows. Tickets at Festival
website on right hand side. $25/$20 per session.
Discounted Festival Pass to all three sessions.

Sydney Epping Baptist Church 1 Ray Road Epping (cnr
Carlingford Road and near station): four Saturdays at
3pm. All different films in classic shorts’ programs. Live




music with the mighty Christie theatre organ: July 19 Cliff
Bingham presents Laughter and thrills....Charlie Chaplin
double, Harold Lloyd and Australia’s Billy Bevan. August 16
Cliff Bingham presents the Kings of Comedy...Charlie
Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and Charley Chase. September 20
John Batts presents Silents are Golden....D W Griffith,
Charlie Chaplin double and Buster Keaton. October 18 John
Batts presents Silent comedies....priceless!...Charlie
Chaplin, the animated Gertie the Dinosaur, Buster Keaton
and Laurel and Hardy. Tickets at Festival website on this
page right hand side. Discounted festival pass to all 4
sessions available. Details about sessions at the website.

e State Library NSW Sundays at 2pm: World War 1 themed
feature silent films with soundtracks: 13 July The Big
Parade; 31 August All Quiet on the Western Front. : Live
music with leading Australian silent film accompanists in
all 5 November sessions: Nov 2 Australian premiere high
definition restoration The Hunchback of Notre Dame; Nov
9 master Japanese master director, Ozu, with English
subtitles Passing Fancy; Nov 16, 23 and 30 Australian
premieres of high definition restorations of The Genius of
Charlie Chaplin, nine of his best short comedies at the
Mutual Studio across three Sundays!

The Festival with the State Library NSW salutes Charlie Chaplin’s start in
film 100 years ago: 1914-2014. In November many of his greatest comedy
shorts will be presented with live music in their full glory of their high
definition restorations,

The Festival with the State Library NSW salutes Charlie Chaplin’s start in
film 100 years ago: 1914-2014

Charlie’s genius captivated and enchanted audiences around the world
within a very short period of time. That relationship has never ended. The
whole world claims Charlie as its own: the qualities in his roles as director,
actor and composer are timeless and universal. Many of his acclaimed
films shall be presented later this year. See below listings and the Festival
website for further details.



CHAPLIN

@ KEYSTONE

Thank you Charlie!
1914-2014

We acknowledge the assistance from Peter Langs and Universal Studios in
arranging the film for this session. The Festival appreciates the invaluable
and generous support from the renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation
and Associates and Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker
Alley, Robert Gamlen, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Leslie Eric
May and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo.

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter,
Barbara Underwood.
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