
 

    

    

    

    

    

 

 
 
 

 
 

 November 11 Tuesday at 2pm 
Forty Thousand Horsemen (1940) 89 mins 

Digital restoration with soundtrack 
 

Metcalfe Auditorium State Library NSW Macquarie St Sydney 
 

Pre-film speaker Graham Shirley  

 
Tickets through festival website and call t 0419 267318 

Tickets $20/ $15   Friend of the Library and concession 
 



Credit card bookings through website 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au / info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
    

 
The Festival is proud to present with the State Library NSW the iconic 
1940 restored feature film from Australia’s legendary director, Charles 
Chauvel. 
 
The pre-film speaker, Graham Shirley, worked for four decades as a 

director, writer and researcher on Australian historical documentaries.  He 

has conducted numerous oral histories and is co-author of Australian 

Cinema: The First 80 Years (published 1983 and1989). From 2006 to 2010 

and until 2014 was a senior curator and the NFSA’s Manager, Access 

Projects. 

 
 

Forty Thousand Horsemen (1940) sound film NSW premiere of the 

digital restoration 

 

Directed by Charles Chauvel Australia       89 minutes  

 
 Bugler Terry McCleary shall play The Last Post before session. 

 
 
Umbrella Entertainment: “Stirring, sweeping and spectacular, Forty 

Thousand Horsemen dramatizes the exploits of the Australian Light Horse 
in Palestine during World War I. Following the adventures of Australian 
soldiers Red Gallagher (Grant Taylor On the Beach), Jim (Chips 

Rafferty The Overlanders) and Larry (Pat Twohill The Avenger) the film 
culminates at the Battle of Beersheba a great cavalry charge led in real life 
by Charles Chauvel’s uncle, General Sir Harry Chauvel.  



 
Reference Points 

 

• Produced and Directed by Charles Chauvel who engaged top 
cinematographers such as – Captain Frank Hurley and John 

Heyer. 

 

• First starring role for Chips Rafferty, Grant Taylor and Betty Bryant  

• Restored and presented in a brand new transfer  

 

• A significant international success. Documents a remarkable era of 
Australian War time history. The film was described as a "magnificent 
tribute to the  

Australian soldier" (Film Weekly).” 

 
The Festival acknowledges the assistance from Umbrella Entertainment in 
arranging the film for this session. 

 

 

Bookings 0419 267318 

www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Tickets:  $20 per adult/$15 Friend of the Library and concession 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267318 
info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

We acknowledge the invaluable and generous support from the 
renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation and Associates and 

Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Jeff Masino, Flicker Alley, Umbrella 
Entertainment, Samantha Hagan, Marcelo Flaksbard, Leslie Eric 

May, Ken Stevenson and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie 
Khoo. 

 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb 
reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter, 
Barbara Underwood, whose notes grace these pages. 

 
 
 
 


