Australia’s Silent Film Festival is proud to host
a series of restored silent film classics over four Saturdays
Laughter and thrills for the young at heart- 19 July 2014, 3pm
Kings of Comedy— 16 August 2014, 3pm
Silents Are Golden- 20 September 2014, 3pm
Silent comedies.....priceless! - 18 October 2014, 3pm

Digital presentations of restored silent film
Live musical accompaniment at each screening
With CIiff Bingham and John Batts on the mighty Christie theatre organ
Epping Baptist Church 1 Ray Road Epping
Tickets at Festival website and cash sales atthed  oor



- Chaplin - Buster Keaton - Australia’s Snub Pollard, Jack Gavin and Billy Bevan-
.Harold Lloyd - Laurel and Hardy - DW Giriffith- Arbuckle-Chase- Winsor McCay

www.ozslilentfiimfestival.com.au

$25/ $20 concession each session

Festival pass to all 4 sessions: $80/ $60 concessio n

Saturday July 19 at 3pm

Laughter and thrills for the young at heart With CIiff
Bingham




Kid Auto races (1914) Charlie Chaplin

Charlie here teases and interferes with a cameraman trying to film a race
with children in billy carts. It is this second film in which Charlie appears
dressed in his familiar garb: pants too big and baggy, the coat too tight, the
hat too small, and the boots too small. This first outing for the Tramp to the
public is described in Charlie’s autobiography: “....I had no idea of the
character. But the moment | was dressed, the clothes and the make-up
made me feel the person he was. | began to know him, and by the time |
walked on to the stage he was fully born.

The Cinema wrote: Kid Auto Races struck us as about the funniest film we
have ever seen. When we subsequently saw Chaplin in more

ambitious efforts our opinion that the Keystone Company had made the
capture of their career was strengthened. Chaplin is a born screen
comedian; he does things we have never seen done on the screen before.

THE KID AUTO RACE

——— FEATURIN] ———==

CHARLIE CHAPLIN
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Charlie Chaplin




Mabel’'s Married Life (1914) Charlie Chaplin




Mabel Normand plays Chaplin’s wife, and Mack Swain is the ‘Ladykiller’
who tries to get Mabel's attention, but Charlie has little effect on the giant
bully. Mabel decides to help by getting a boxing dummy for Charlie to
practice with, but things backfire when he comesnéodrunk and thinks the
dummy is a real person!
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Bumping into Broadway (1919) Harold Lloyd

With Chaplin and Keaton Harold Lloyd was one of the three Kings of
early film comedy. Here he is a struggling writer w ho compassionately
helps a down on her luck actress. This sets off all sorts of mayhem
wherever Harold’'s compassion takes him: boarding ho use, Broadway
and a speakeasy. Things are sorted and so are the p  olice pursuing
him. Australia’s Snub Pollard joins Harold in this short. Snub was a

Hollywood veteran and one of the original Gumleaf M afia in
Hollywood .




Wandering Willies (1926) Billy Bevan

NSW born Billy Bevan was another Australian who had great comic
success in the early decades of Hollywood. Here in this Mack Sennett
short Billy is a hobo on the hunt for food. With an offsider he tries
various ruses to do just this. There are gags galor e in this classic Del
Lord directed romp.
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BILLY BEWAN

11



Saturday August 16 at 3pm

Kings of Comedy with Cliff Bingham

Dough and Dynamite (1914) Charlie Chaplin

AMUTUAL OYiE
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A more sophisticated Keystone production which Chap lin wrote and
directed, balancing a plot with slapstick routines and dough and flour
fights in the bakery where workers are on strike an d plan to dynamite
the ovens! Charlie also has a unique way of making donuts!
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Number Please (1920) Harold Lloyd

Harold Lloyd‘s short deals with romantic rivalry, t he best intentions
and a pesky dog with a purse. Confused? If yes, thi s zany silent short
has achieved its purpose. Lovesick men including Ha rold here spend
so much time to right the wrongs and win the girl. But what if....
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Innocent Husbands (1925) Charley Chase

The accomplished Charley Chase was forgotten for ma  ny years as he
died in the 1940s. However in recent years with res  torations more
widely available audiences are seeing his silent (a  nd sound) work and
are greatly impressed. He is a supreme comic talent . Here heisa
faithful husband whose ever jealous wife suspects h imof ..... all
dastardly things. In trying to prove his fidelity h e meets a drunk female
who passes out and Charley, still innocent, seekst o prove once and
for all he is a truly loyal husband. But along the way there are more
women, cynical hotel staff, a bizarre séance and Ch  arley acting the
ghost....... all to convince his doubting wife. A wonder ful short by a
comic whose reputation is growing considerably arou nd the world.
And another Australian: Sydney born Jack Gavin play s the irate
husband.
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Saturday September 20 at 3pm

SILENTS ARE GOLDEN with John Batts

The Battle at Elderbush Gulch (1913) D W Griffith
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D W Griffith, the great pioneer of early cinema in the years preceding
his immensely successful, influential and controver sial The Birth of a
Nation, made numerous shorts. Many of them are clas  sics in their own
right. The Battle at Elderbrush Gulch was D W Griff  ith's longest and
most expensive short he had made up to that point.

Griffith uses the western genre to recount a dramat  ic tale of an Indian
attack on a western frontier group. The short featu res plenty of action

which is finely counterbalanced with the emotional tug of a bay at risk
of harm in the attack. The lustrous Lillian Gish is the mother. This
superb short works so well due to these factors and because of its

thrilling pace and tension, right up to the grippin g finale. Griffith’s
wizard cameraman Billy Bitzer and the cast rich wit ~ h some of the
greatest talents at the time make this century old classic still a treat to
watch.
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Rounders (1914) Charlie Chaplin

1LI-'|.

THE

Rounnsns

A MUTUAL MOVIE +

Charlie and Roscoe “Fatty Arbuckle” are neighbours, each with wife
trouble: Fatty beats his wife, while Charlie gets b  eaten by his. When
they are both kicked out of home, they go out toget her drinking and to
a restaurant where they cause all kinds of mayhem!
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His Trysting Places (1914) Charlie Chaplin

His Trysting Places is a wonderful two-reeler from Charlie in his first year
in film. Domestic bliss and blasts and mistakenly swapped coats liven up the
two domestic arrangements on show. Charlie the family man tries hard to
sort out these mix-ups while striving to keep his composure. He can but we
cannot, our funny bones will not allow us, a gem.
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Neighbours (1920) Buster Keaton

No doubt the most recognized name and face of silen  t comedy next to
Charlie Chaplin is Buster Keaton, whose films are s  till cherished and
admired by fans and film critics alike down to this day. In fact, many
modern-day scholars of film history believe Keaton was the greatest
comedy master of them all.

Neighbours is a fine example of Buster Keaton’s skill in blen ding
astonishing physical feats, stunts and acrobatics w ith side-splitting

humour and gags. A sweet and innocent exchange of |  ove letters
through a hole in a fence quickly escalates into a war between two
neighbouring families when the couple’s parents dis cover the
romance. Trying to get his girl away from her disa  pproving father,

Buster demonstrates some amazing acrobatic feats to get from his top
window across the yard to her top window. Later, w hen a wedding
takes place, other clever gags take centre stage, s uch as Buster’s too-

big pants which keep falling down.
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CHAFLIN
@ KEYSTONE
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Saturday October 18 at 3pm

Silent comedies....priceless!

With John Batts

Laughing Gas (1914) Charlie Chaplin

Charlie, the dental assistant, is everyone’s worst nightmare as
pretends to be the dentist before he arrives, mistr  eating patients:
giving one too much laughing gas, knocking another out with a club

and pulling the wrong tooth with enormous pliers!
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Gertie the Dinosaur

(1914) Winsor McCay
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Winsor McCay was America’s first great cartoonist and animator, paving the
way for Walt Disney and others to follow in later decades. Starting with
comic strips in newspapers in 1903, he began making animation for moving
pictures in 1911, demonstrating astonishing versatility and skill. Dedication
and passion were also required in order to create the many thousands of
pen and ink drawings necessary to make a moving cartoon picture for only
several minutes in length. McCay showcases with Gertie these wonderful
skills together with his gentle humour. This 100 year old animated short
continues to enchant audiences around the world.
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The Haunted House (1921) Buster Keaton

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK

BUSTER KE
TE HAUNTED HousE

Written and Directed By
BUSTER KEATON = EDDIE CLINE
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At the start of this short Buster is a (clumsy) bank officer- who would think that..? The
chaos arises from this humble position but after being falsely accused of being a bank
robber he escapes to .... a haunted house. It is haunted by all manner of life. Buster
deals with them all stoically and with great physical and at times surreal gags leaving
the audience in uproar by the time of the short’s brilliant ending.

35



Angora Love (1929) Laurel and Hardy

Like Chaplin and Keaton, the famous duo of Laurel and Hardy
also need no introduction to modern day audiences. Although
guite successful comedy actors individually during the 1920s,
this immensely successful partnership of fat and skinny goofs
began in 1927 and continued through into the sound era until
1940. Angora Love was their last silent comedy, and is a heart-
warming story about a goat called Penelope who follows Laurel
and Hardy home, and unable to part company with Penelope,
they go to all lengths to hide the noisy and smelly pet from their
grouchy landlord. This farewell comedy to the silent era must
have nevertheless proved popular enough for Laurel and Hardy
to remake Angora Love with sound in Laughing Gravy (1931)
using the same gags but a puppy instead of a goat.
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We acknowledge the invaluable and generous support from the
renowned David Shepard, Film Preservation Associates and
Blackhawk Films, Lobster Films, Flicker Alley and Jeff Masino
and the sublime flair and talents of Stephanie Khoo.

The Festival is grateful for the generous assistance of North
Shore FM, John Batts, presenter of Theatre Organ Magic, and
RNB-FM, and the Theatre Organ Society Association (NSW),
and Jane Arakawa.

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the
superb reviews at Amazon by the Festival’s tireless supporter,
Barbara Underwood, whose notes grace many of these pages.
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AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM
FESTIVAL
www.ozsllentfiimfestival.com.au

Phone 0419267318
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