
 

 

2010 SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 

SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
 
 

1st & 2nd October, 2010 
Colo Vale Hall 

Railway Ave, Colo Vale 
 
 

Live Music ���� Local Musicians 
 
 

Bookings & Information 

John & Pam Stead Ph. 4889 5427 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Silent Film Australia Ltd.  
and Loopline Cinema 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 
 
 

WHAT’S SO SPECIAL ABOUT TRADEWINDS? 
 

Tradewinds is a not-for-profit organization. 
We aim to bring about a world where access to work and profit is distributed much more 
fairly than at present, and where the land that produces our food is farmed sustainably. 

 
To this end we sell high quality fair trade and mostly organic coffee and tea from producer 

cooperatives and ethical suppliers in Sri Lanka, East Timor, PNG and now Vanuatu. 
 

We import mostly fully processed products that are packed in the country where they are 
grown: they are value added products. This delivers greater benefits to the producers and 

other workers in the countries where they are grown.   
 
 
 

STOP PRESS! 
 

Federal Government grants overseas aid tax deductibility status to Tradewinds. 
This is approval for Tradewinds to establish an overseas aid gift fund whereby 

Tradewinds can direct funds to the relief of poverty in countries where we currently 
source our products and support projects. 

First project will be establishing coffee processing for export in East Timor. 
 

www.tradewinds.org.au 



 
 
 
 

Tulip Time, Silent Film Australia Ltd. (presenter of 
Australia’s Silent Film Festival) and Colo Vale’s Loopline 
Cinema are proud to present the beauty of silent film and 
live music in the Southern Highlands. 
 
We acknowledge the generous support of Films in the 
Southern Highlands (FISH) and the enthusiasm of their 
President Annette Ameneiro. 
 
www.fish.org.au 
 
Venue: Colo Vale Community Hall, Railway Ave, Colo Vale 
 
Outstanding local musicians will accompany these 
delights: John D’Arcy and Louise Bell. 
 

October 1 Friday 7.30pm 
Steamboat Bill Jr  
It’s a Gift 
 

October 2 Saturday 7.30pm 
Comedies for Kids and the Young at Heart: Chaplin, 
Keaton, Laurel & Hardy and more! 
 

Tickets: Adult $15, Concession and Kids: $10 
 
Light food, tea and coffee available and sausage sizzle 
before each night session. Nominal charge. 
 
Contact: Pam and John Stead ph. 4889 5427 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
1st OCTOBER 2010 

 

Steamboat Bill Jr – 1928 (USA) 

BUSTER KEATON  

Tickets: $15 / Concessions and Kids: $10 

Film: digital presentation of restored film 
Duration: 69 minutes 
Live music: accompanist John D’Arcy 

 
No doubt the most recognized name and face of silent 
comedy next to Charlie Chaplin is Buster Keaton, Of about 
a dozen full-length feature films, Steamboat Bill, Jr  ranks 
as one of his most outstanding and successful films next to 
The General, and rates as one of the best loved and 
respected comic masterpieces overall. 
 
One of the many reasons why Steamboat Bill Jr is so highly acclaimed today is that it features one 
of the most famous and breathtaking stunts in film history.  Filmed in Sacramento, California, with a 
production cost of $135,000, breakaway street sets and riverbanks were constructed and then their 
destruction by six powerful Liberty-motor wind machines was filmed for the famous hurricane 
scene. Keaton himself was suspended by a cable from a forty-meter crane which hurled him 
around, as if airborne in the wind storm. 
 
Besides astonishing action and stunts, Steamboat Bill Jr also has great charm in its setting along 
the Mississippi River, and colourful characters such as the father and son who are complete 
opposites of each other.  Buster, who plays the sensitive college boy son, Bill Jr,  reluctantly learns 
the river boating trade from his tough and grouchy father, but is more interested in the daughter of 
his father’s riverboat rival, which leads to escalating antics, culminating in the amazing windstorm 
scenes.   
 
 

It’s a Gift – 1923 (USA) 
 
Film: digital presentation of restored film 
Duration: 10 minutes 
Live music: accompanist John D’Arcy 
 
In this short comedy, which was the first in Pollard’s own series as ‘Inventor Pollard’, he 
demonstrates his wit and skill by interacting with all kinds of mechanical gadgets – from pulleys to 
bring him breakfast in bed by means of the most ridiculous and useless gadgets, to a bullet-shaped 
vehicle that zooms along the streets merely by magnetic attraction to other passing cars. 

 
 

 



 
 

2nd OCTOBER 2010 
 

 
 
Tickets: $15 / Concessions and Kids: $10 
Film: digital presentation of restored film 
Duration: 87 minutes 
Live music: accompanist Louise Bell 
 
THE ADVENTURER – 1917 Charlie Chaplin (23 minutes) 
COPS – 1922 Buster Keaton (18 minutes) 
ANGORA LOVE – 1929 Laurel and Hardy (20 minutes) 
LIZZIES OF THE FIELD – 1924 Mack Sennett (10 minutes) 
 
A selection of the Kings of Comedy at their funniest and at full 
throttle! See the Australian born star Billy Bevan in Lizzies of 
the Field driving his snoozenburg! 
 
For the young and young at heart: a choice selection of 
classic slapstick fun featuring the greatest comedians and 
best-loved gags such as police chase scenes and other 
exhilarating and unexpected antics. 
 
Innocent and cartoon-like in nature, these short comedies 
which average twenty minutes in length are comical 
masterpieces, full of unpredictable, ridiculous and outrageous 
antics and stunts. The style of comedy varied from comedian 
and studio, with some creating a comic character such as 
Chaplin’s tramp in baggy pants and ill-fitting coat, or Buster 
Keaton’s deadpan expression.  Some films were expertly 
choreographed with complex stunts involving cars or buildings, 
while others relied more on the spontaneity of the comedians 
and the popularity of favourite gags and skits.   
   
These short comedies use the general story line as an excuse 
for an assortment of hilarious gags, with the emphasis on 
carefully orchestrated slapstick comedy.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

LOUISE BELL 
 
Louise Bell is a gifted and versatile musician, composer and arranger. She is 
multitalented as a singer and player of piano, folk harp, percussion and Tibetan 
singing bowls. Her primary influences are folk, blues, jazz, sacred, ambient and 
world music, infused by her background and training in classical piano. 
 
She was musician in residence at Craigieburn Resort & Conference Centre, Bowral, 
from 2003-6, playing folk harp and piano, and has taught piano since 1995. 
 
Louise has also explored and studied the subtleties of music for healing. 
Passionate about music and sound as agents of transformation, she performs 
frequently at concerts, ceremonies, workshops and retreats, in solo and 
collaborative modes.  
 
www.myspace.com/louisebellvioletlakemusic 
www.echoesofthegoddess.com 
 
 

JOHN D’ARCY 
 
John is an experienced and acclaimed conductor, teacher, musical director, pianist, 
singer and composer. For the last 25 years, John has conducted weekend and 
Summer School workshops for students of all ages, especially in conjunction with 
Suzuki Talent Education. He currently teaches piano. Among the various High 
Schools he taught at for over 33 years, John was 20 years at Sydney Grammar 
known for its excellence in music.  
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 
 

The Festival acknowledges the invaluable and generous support from  
the National Film and Sound Archive and its staff 

http://www.nfsa.gov.au 
 

The Festival is grateful for the generous assistance  
of the renowned David Shepard,  

Film Preservation Associates and Blackhawk Films. 
 

Please visit and read about your favourite silent film with the superb reviews at Amazon by 
the Festival’s tireless supporter, Barbara Burkowsky/Underwood, whose notes grace these 

pages. 
 

The Southern Highlands Silent Film Festival Spring Event could not take place without the 
wonderful support and efforts of John & Pam Stead, Roma Dix, Jenny Kena, Ron 
Schofield and the wonderful community of Colo Vale and the professionalism and 

exemplary skills of Monica Markovina, Graphic Design – Velvet Creative 
(www.velvet.com.au), Lisa Evans – Tourism Southern Highlands, Wingecarribee Shire 
Council, Tulip Time, Serpentine Gallery at Robertson and Enmore, Kath Willard, Judy & 

Ivan Mills and Stephanie Khoo. 
 
 

AUSTRALIA’S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

Phone 0419 267 318 
PO Box 3424 

Sydney NSW 2001 
info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au 

 

 


